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Introduction	
  To	
  Learning	
  Guitar	
  

When	
  the	
  game	
  "Guitar	
  Hero"	
  hit	
  the	
  market,	
  every	
  teenager	
  and	
  adult	
  alike	
  went	
  into	
  a	
  frenzy	
  and	
  
before	
  too	
   long,	
  they	
  were	
  strumming	
  out	
  the	
  chords	
  to	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  tunes	
  from	
  the	
  
last	
  few	
  decades.	
  	
  

And	
  just	
  as	
  predicted,	
  that	
  game	
  was	
  responsible	
  for	
  a	
  sudden	
  interest	
  in	
  guitar,	
  and	
  music	
  teachers	
  
all	
  across	
  the	
  nation	
  were	
  booked	
  solid	
  with	
  new	
  students	
  eager	
  to	
  take	
  their	
  digital	
  hobby,	
  and	
  turn	
  
it	
  into	
  a	
  real	
  life	
  instrumental	
  skill.	
  

In	
  truth,	
  while	
  the	
  "Guitar	
  Hero"	
  game	
  renewed	
  interest	
  in	
  this	
  classic	
  musical	
  instrument,	
  the	
  guitar	
  
remains	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  of	
  all	
  instruments,	
  and	
  with	
  good	
  reason.	
  	
  	
  

Regardless	
  of	
  how	
  little	
  experience	
  you	
  have,	
  learning	
  to	
  play	
  the	
  guitar	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  enjoyable,	
  but	
  it's	
  
also	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  easiest	
  musical	
  instruments	
  to	
  learn.	
  But	
  like	
  all	
  musical	
  instruments,	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  
learn	
  to	
  play	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  will	
  need	
  plenty	
  of	
  practice,	
  perseverance	
  and	
  patience.	
  	
  	
  

When	
  new	
  musicians	
  begin	
   to	
   learn	
   the	
  guitar,	
  one	
  of	
   the	
  biggest	
  obstacles	
   is	
   learning	
  chords	
  and	
  
proper	
  finger	
  placement.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  stick	
  to	
  practicing	
  and	
  can	
  overcome	
  the	
  entry	
  learning	
  curve,	
  you'll	
  find	
  it	
  gets	
  much	
  easier	
  the	
  
more	
  you	
  play.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  have	
  never	
  played	
  guitar	
  before,	
  you'll	
  want	
  to	
  start	
  with	
  a	
  basic	
  6-­‐string	
  acoustic	
  guitar	
  that	
  is	
  
suitable	
  for	
  beginners.	
  	
  

Along	
  with	
  a	
  guitar	
  pick	
  and	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
   this	
  guide,	
  you'll	
  have	
  everything	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  start	
   learning	
  
chords	
  and	
  before	
  you	
  know	
  it,	
  you'll	
  be	
  strumming	
  along	
  to	
  your	
  favorite	
  tunes!	
  

One	
   thing	
   to	
  keep	
   in	
  mind	
   is	
   that	
   it's	
  much	
  easier	
   to	
  play	
   the	
  guitar	
  with	
  your	
   fingernails	
   trimmed	
  
down.	
   You	
   should	
   also	
   realize	
   that	
   your	
   fingers	
  may	
   get	
   sore	
   when	
   just	
   starting	
   out,	
   but	
   as	
   they	
  
become	
   slightly	
   calloused,	
   you'll	
   find	
   it	
   easier	
   to	
   strum	
   for	
   long	
  periods	
   of	
   time	
  without	
   having	
   to	
  
stop.	
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And	
  finally,	
  move	
  at	
  a	
  pace	
  that	
  you're	
  comfortable	
  with!	
   I	
  always	
  recommend	
  that	
  beginners	
  start	
  
with	
  one	
  basic	
  lesson	
  at	
  a	
  time	
  and	
  stick	
  to	
  that	
  lesson	
  until	
  they've	
  completely	
  mastered	
  it.	
  	
  

Then,	
  move	
  on	
  to	
  the	
  next	
   lesson.	
  Not	
  only	
  will	
   this	
  ensure	
  that	
  you	
  truly	
  understand	
  what	
  you've	
  
just	
  learned	
  but	
  the	
  more	
  you	
  practice	
  each	
  lesson,	
  the	
  easier	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  to	
  retain	
  that	
  information	
  so	
  
you	
  always	
  remember	
  it!	
  

And	
  don't	
   feel	
  bad	
   if	
  you	
  struggle	
  to	
  remember	
  placement	
  and	
  chords	
  when	
  you're	
   just	
  starting	
  to	
  
learn	
  guitar.	
  	
  

It's	
  natural	
  to	
  have	
  to	
  refresh	
  your	
  memory	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  few	
  weeks,	
  but	
  again,	
  the	
  more	
  you	
  practice	
  
chords	
  and	
  learn	
  proper	
  placement,	
  correcting	
  yourself	
  as	
  you	
  go,	
  the	
  easier	
  it	
  will	
  be.	
  	
  	
  

When	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  mastering	
  guitar,	
  practice	
  certainly	
  does	
  make	
  perfect!	
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Guitar	
  Structure	
  &	
  Terminology	
  

Before	
  you	
  begin	
  to	
  learn	
  how	
  to	
  play	
  guitar,	
  it's	
  important	
  that	
  you	
  understand	
  the	
  anatomy	
  of	
  your	
  
guitar,	
   so	
   that	
   you	
   can	
   identify	
   different	
   parts,	
  while	
   understanding	
   guitar	
   terminology	
   referenced	
  
throughout	
  this	
  guide.	
  

Guitars	
  usually	
  have	
  six	
  strings	
  but	
  you	
  can	
  find	
  guitars	
  with	
  seven,	
  ten	
  or	
  even	
  twelve	
  strings.	
  

The	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  guitar	
  consists	
  of	
  a	
  slim	
  neck	
  and	
  the	
  “headstock”.	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  headstock’s	
  main	
  function	
  is	
  
to	
  hold	
  the	
  guitar	
  strings.	
  	
  The	
  headstock	
  is	
  placed	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  guitar	
  and	
  is	
  furthest	
  from	
  your	
  
body.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  headstock	
   consists	
  of	
   tuners	
   that	
  allow	
  you	
   to	
   change	
   the	
  pitch	
  of	
   your	
  guitar	
   strings.	
   	
  At	
   the	
  
bottom	
  of	
  the	
  headstock	
   is	
  the	
  “nut”.	
   	
  A	
  nut	
   is	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  material	
  where	
  there	
  are	
  grooves	
  carved	
  
out.	
  	
  These	
  grooves	
  guide	
  the	
  strings	
  to	
  the	
  tuners.	
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The	
  nut	
  is	
  usually	
  made	
  of	
  plastic,	
  bone,	
  brass,	
  stainless	
  steel,	
  graphite	
  or	
  other	
  material.	
  	
  The	
  nut	
  is	
  
found	
   where	
   the	
   fret	
   board	
   meets	
   the	
   headstock.	
   	
   	
   A	
   fret	
   board	
   or	
   fingerboard	
   is	
   wood	
   that	
   is	
  
embedded	
  with	
  the	
  metal	
  “frets”	
  that	
  make	
  up	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  neck.	
  	
  	
  

Let's	
  talk	
  for	
  a	
  minute	
  about	
  the	
  tuning	
  pegs	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  guitar	
  on	
  the	
  headstock.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  where	
  
the	
  stings	
  end.	
  	
  Before	
  you	
  ever	
  change	
  strings,	
  pay	
  particular	
  attention	
  to	
  which	
  peg	
  each	
  string	
  ends	
  
up.	
  	
  

Here	
   is	
  a	
  helpful	
  hint	
   for	
   remembering	
  how	
  the	
  strings	
  are	
  placed	
   into	
  the	
  tuning	
  pegs.	
   	
   If	
  you	
  are	
  
holding	
  your	
  guitar	
  in	
  posture	
  (which	
  will	
  be	
  discussed	
  a	
  little	
  later)	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  three	
  pegs	
  pointing	
  
toward	
  the	
  ceiling	
  (upright)	
  and	
  three	
  pointing	
  toward	
  the	
  ground	
  (downward).	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  are	
  looking	
  at	
  the	
  guitar	
  as	
  the	
  diagram	
  indicates,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  three	
  pegs	
  on	
  the	
  left	
  and	
  three	
  
pegs	
  on	
  the	
  right.	
  	
  

Let's	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  latter	
  example.	
  	
  Low	
  E	
  (biggest	
  string)	
  goes	
  into	
  bottom	
  left	
  peg,	
  A	
  goes	
  to	
  middle	
  
left	
  peg,	
  D	
  goes	
  to	
  top	
  left	
  peg,	
  G	
  does	
  to	
  top	
  right	
  peg,	
  B	
  goes	
  to	
  middle	
  right	
  peg,	
  high	
  E	
  (smallest	
  
string)	
  goes	
  to	
  bottom	
  right	
  peg	
  

The	
  guitar	
  neck	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  focal	
  point	
  as	
  you	
  begin	
  to	
   learn	
  how	
  to	
  play	
  the	
  instrument.	
   	
  The	
  neck	
  
joint	
  or	
  “heel”	
  is	
  where	
  the	
  neck	
  is	
  glued	
  or	
  bolted	
  to	
  the	
  guitar	
  body.	
  	
  	
  

On	
  the	
  neck	
  of	
  your	
  guitar	
  you	
  should	
  notice	
  two	
  things.	
  	
  One,	
  there	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  metal	
  
lines	
  that	
  extend	
  from	
  one	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  neck	
  to	
  the	
  other.	
  	
  These	
  are	
  called	
  frets.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Two,	
  if	
  you	
  look	
  down	
  the	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  neck	
  of	
  your	
  guitar	
  you	
  will	
  see	
  dots.	
  	
  The	
  dots	
  are	
  located	
  at	
  
frets	
  3,	
  5,	
  7,	
  9,	
  12,	
  15,	
  and	
  17.	
  	
  Fret	
  12	
  has	
  a	
  double	
  dot	
  for	
  which	
  I	
  will	
  explain	
  further	
  once	
  we	
  get	
  to	
  
that	
  portion	
  of	
  these	
  lessons.	
  

The	
  majority	
  of	
  acoustic	
  guitars	
  have	
  necks	
  that	
  are	
  glued	
  while	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  electric	
  guitars	
  have	
  
glued	
  and	
  bolted	
  necks.	
  	
  	
  

Your	
  fingers	
  will	
  be	
  placed	
  on	
  different	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  neck	
  and	
  this	
  will	
  create	
  various	
  notes.	
  	
  Solid	
  body	
  
electric	
  guitars	
  have	
  a	
  neck	
  through	
  body	
  construction.	
   	
  These	
  types	
  of	
  necks	
  are	
  built	
  so	
  the	
  head	
  
down	
  through	
  the	
  bridge	
  is	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  piece	
  of	
  wood.	
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Next	
  there	
  is	
  the	
  body	
  of	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  The	
  body	
  of	
  a	
  guitar	
  will	
  be	
  different	
  depending	
  on	
  what	
  type	
  of	
  
guitar	
  you	
  use.	
  	
  In	
  an	
  acoustic	
  guitar	
  the	
  body	
  of	
  the	
  instrument	
  determines	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  the	
  sound.	
  	
  	
  

The	
   vibration	
   of	
   the	
   strings	
   is	
   passed	
   through	
   the	
   bridge	
   and	
   saddle	
   through	
   a	
   sound	
   board.	
   	
   A	
  
soundboard	
  is	
  usually	
  made	
  of	
  spruce	
  or	
  cedar	
  and	
  is	
  about	
  3mm	
  thick.	
  	
  	
  

There	
  is	
  a	
  sound	
  hole	
  in	
  the	
  body	
  of	
  the	
  acoustic	
  guitar.	
   	
  The	
  sound	
  hole	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  project	
  the	
  
sound	
  of	
  the	
  instrument.	
  	
  The	
  sound	
  hole	
  is	
  typically	
  a	
  round	
  hole	
  on	
  the	
  front	
  of	
  the	
  guitar,	
  under	
  
the	
  strings.	
  	
  

The	
  sound	
  of	
   the	
  guitar	
   is	
  projected	
  through	
  the	
  sound	
  hole.	
   	
  The	
  air	
   inside	
  the	
  body	
  of	
   the	
  guitar	
  
vibrates	
  as	
  the	
  guitar	
  body	
  and	
  top	
  is	
  vibrated	
  by	
  the	
  instrument’s	
  strings.	
  

The	
  bridge	
   is	
  where	
  your	
   stings	
  will	
  be	
  changed.	
   	
  There	
  are	
   round	
  pegs	
  at	
   the	
  end	
  of	
  every	
  string.	
  
These	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  pulled	
  out	
  and	
  new	
  stings	
  inserted.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  string	
  names.	
  	
  	
  

Beginning	
  from	
  the	
  top	
  (biggest)	
  string	
  to	
  the	
  bottom	
  string	
  (smallest):	
  	
  EADGBE.	
  	
  The	
  top	
  and	
  bottom	
  
strings	
  are	
  the	
  same	
  note,	
  just	
  different	
  octaves.	
  

The	
  bodies	
  of	
  most	
  electric	
  guitars	
  are	
  typically	
  made	
  of	
  wood.	
  	
  	
  It	
  is	
  rare	
  to	
  find	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  hardwood	
  
that	
   is	
  wide	
  enough	
   to	
   create	
   the	
   entire	
   guitar	
   so	
   it	
   is	
   hard	
   to	
   find	
   a	
   guitar	
  made	
  of	
   one	
  piece	
  of	
  
wood.	
  	
  	
  

Most	
  guitars	
  are	
   created	
  with	
   two	
  pieces	
  of	
  wood	
  and	
  have	
  a	
   seam	
  going	
  down	
   the	
  center	
  of	
   the	
  
body.	
  	
  	
  

Maple,	
  ash,	
  mahogany,	
  basswood,	
  alder,	
  and	
  poplar	
  wood	
  are	
  commonly	
  used	
  to	
  create	
  the	
  body	
  of	
  
an	
  electric	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  

Many	
  guitar	
  bodies	
  consist	
  of	
  cheap	
  wood	
  such	
  as	
  ash	
  glued	
  on	
  top	
  of	
  a	
  wood	
  such	
  as	
  maple.	
  	
  Guitars	
  
that	
  are	
  made	
  in	
  this	
  way	
  are	
  called	
  “flame	
  tops”.	
  	
  	
  

Some	
  electric	
  guitars	
  are	
  made	
  of	
  such	
  materials	
  as	
  carbon	
  composites,	
  aluminum	
  alloys,	
  or	
  a	
  plastic	
  
material	
  such	
  as	
  polycarbonate.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  majority	
   of	
   electric	
   guitars	
   have	
  bodies	
   that	
   are	
   solid	
   and	
  do	
  not	
   have	
   a	
   sound	
  hole.	
   	
   Electric	
  
guitars	
  instead	
  have	
  “pickups”.	
  	
  	
  



© COPYRIGHT GUITARJAMZ.COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Pick-­‐ups	
  are	
  basically	
  small	
  microphones	
  that	
  capture	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  the	
  strings	
  and	
  then	
  the	
  sound	
  is	
  
amplified.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Guitar	
  strings	
  go	
  from	
  the	
  pegs	
  on	
  the	
  headstock	
  and	
  over	
  the	
  nut.	
   	
  They	
  then	
  go	
  
down	
  the	
  neck	
  and	
  over	
  the	
  body	
  and	
  then	
  over	
  the	
  sound	
  hole	
  or	
  pickups.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  strings	
  are	
  then	
  anchored	
  to	
  a	
  “bridge”.	
  	
  	
  A	
  normal	
  guitar	
  has	
  six	
  strings.	
  	
  These	
  
strings	
  are	
  all	
  different	
  sizes	
  and	
  represent	
  different	
  notes.	
  	
  

The	
  bottom	
  string	
  is	
  usually	
  the	
  skinniest	
  and	
  has	
  the	
  highest	
  sound.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  E	
  note.	
  
The	
   bottom	
   string	
   is	
   also	
   known	
   as	
   the	
   first	
   string.	
   	
   The	
   second	
   string	
   is	
   a	
   little	
  
thicker	
  than	
  the	
  first	
  string	
  and	
  is	
  the	
  B	
  note.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  third	
  string	
  is	
  B,	
  the	
  fourth	
  string	
  is	
  D,	
  the	
  fifth	
  string	
  is	
  A,	
  and	
  the	
  final,	
  sixth	
  string	
  is	
  an	
  E,	
  just	
  
like	
  the	
  first	
  string.	
  	
  	
  

This	
  sixth	
  string	
  is	
  the	
  thickest	
  string	
  of	
  the	
  set.	
  	
  It	
  has	
  the	
  lowest	
  sound	
  and	
  is	
  the	
  one	
  that	
  is	
  closest	
  
to	
  you.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  the	
  guitar	
  is	
  tuned	
  correctly,	
  the	
  first	
  string	
  and	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  should	
  give	
  you	
  the	
  same	
  note	
  but	
  
in	
  different	
  pitches.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  memorize	
  the	
  string	
  position	
  and	
  values	
  you	
  can	
  use	
  a	
  mnemonic	
  device	
  such	
  as	
  Eat	
  All	
  
Day	
  Get	
  Big	
  Easy.	
  	
  	
  

Frets	
   are	
   strips	
   of	
  metal	
   that	
   cut	
   the	
   guitar	
   in	
   sections	
   from	
   top	
   to	
   bottom.	
   	
   The	
   combination	
   of	
  
strings	
  and	
  frets	
  form	
  a	
  grid.	
  	
  	
  	
  

This	
  grid	
  covers	
  the	
  guitar	
  neck.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  put	
  your	
  finger	
  in	
  between	
  two	
  frets,	
  this	
  allows	
  you	
  to	
  play	
  a	
  
note.	
  	
  The	
  higher	
  you	
  place	
  your	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  fret;	
  the	
  notes	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  higher	
  sound.	
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Proper	
  Positioning	
  And	
  Placement	
  

Now	
   that	
   you	
  have	
   learned	
  a	
   little	
  bit	
   about	
   the	
   guitar,	
   you	
  are	
  now	
  about	
   to	
   learn	
  
about	
  how	
  to	
  position	
  a	
  guitar	
  and	
  tune	
  it.	
  	
  	
  

First	
  you	
  will	
   learn	
  about	
  positioning	
  a	
  guitar.	
   	
  Begin	
  by	
  finding	
  an	
  armless	
  chair	
   that	
  
has	
  good	
  support	
  for	
  your	
  back.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  sit	
  comfortably	
  with	
  your	
  back	
  against	
  the	
  
chair.	
   	
   Slouching	
   is	
   not	
   good	
   because	
   you	
  will	
   develop	
   bad	
   guitar	
   habits	
   and	
   a	
   sore	
  
back.	
  	
  	
  

When	
  sitting	
   in	
  an	
  armless	
  chair,	
  be	
  sure	
  that	
  there	
   is	
  a	
   lot	
  of	
  room	
  on	
  both	
  sides	
  of	
  
you	
  so	
  you	
  can	
  hold	
  your	
  guitar	
  properly	
  and	
  move	
  your	
  arms.	
  	
  

Once	
  you	
  are	
  seated	
  in	
  the	
  chair,	
  you	
  should	
  place	
  the	
  guitar	
  on	
  your	
  lap	
  and	
  have	
  the	
  
rear	
   of	
   the	
   guitar	
   facing	
   your	
   chest.	
   	
   The	
   guitar	
   body	
   should	
   be	
   on	
   the	
   leg	
   that	
   is	
  
farthest	
  from	
  the	
  headstock.	
  	
  	
  

If	
   you	
   are	
   right	
   handed,	
   the	
   guitar	
   should	
   lay	
   on	
   your	
   right	
   leg.	
   	
   The	
   majority	
   of	
  
acoustic	
  guitars	
  will	
  have	
  curved	
  indentations	
  that	
  are	
  great	
  for	
  playing	
  the	
  guitar	
  on	
  
your	
  leg.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  are	
  holding	
  the	
  guitar	
  properly	
  than	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  should	
  be	
  close	
  to	
  your	
  chest	
  
and	
  the	
  first	
  string	
  should	
  be	
  close	
  to	
  your	
  feet.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Your	
   fret	
  hand	
  will	
  have	
   to	
  be	
  placed	
  on	
   the	
   left	
   if	
   you	
  are	
   right	
  handed	
  and	
  on	
   the	
  
right	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  left	
  handed.	
  	
  	
  

You	
   should	
   grip	
   the	
   neck	
   of	
   the	
   guitar	
   gently	
   with	
   your	
   fretting	
   hand.	
   	
   You	
   thumb	
  
should	
  be	
  placed	
  behind	
  the	
  guitar’s	
  neck.	
  	
  The	
  other	
  fingers	
  should	
  be	
  floating	
  on	
  top	
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of	
   the	
   strings,	
   slightly	
   curled.	
   It	
   is	
   very	
   important	
   to	
   curl	
   the	
   fingers	
   at	
   the	
   knuckles	
  
unless	
  an	
  instructor	
  tells	
  you	
  not	
  too.	
  	
  	
  

Next	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  discuss	
  picking.	
   	
  When	
  beginning	
  to	
  play	
  the	
  guitar,	
  you	
  should	
  
purchase	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  guitar	
  picks.	
  	
  A	
  guitar	
  pick	
  is	
  a	
  small	
  flat	
  tool	
  that	
  you	
  used	
  to	
  strum	
  
the	
  guitar.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  purchase	
  a	
  minimum	
  of	
  ten	
  guitar	
  picks	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  relatively	
  
cheap.	
  	
  	
  

There	
  are	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  guitar	
  picks	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  best	
  to	
  start	
  with	
  one	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  too	
  
hard	
  or	
  too	
  flimsy.	
   	
  Picks	
  are	
  made	
  of	
  rubber,	
  wood,	
  stone,	
  plastic,	
  tortoiseshell,	
  and	
  
metal.	
  	
  They	
  are	
  usually	
  in	
  the	
  shape	
  of	
  a	
  triangle	
  but	
  other	
  shapes	
  are	
  available	
  from	
  
manufacturers.	
  

Once	
   you	
   have	
   a	
   guitar	
   pick	
   and	
   are	
   seated	
   in	
   the	
   proper	
   position,	
   you	
   can	
   begin	
  
strumming	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  Your	
  picking	
  hand	
  will	
  be	
  nearest	
  the	
  bridge	
  of	
  your	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  

You	
  should	
  open	
  up	
  the	
  hand	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  picking	
  or	
  “strumming”	
  the	
  guitar	
  with.	
  	
  The	
  
palm	
  should	
  face	
  you.	
  	
  Then	
  make	
  sure	
  the	
  thumb	
  is	
  next	
  to	
  the	
  index	
  finger.	
  	
   	
  Make	
  
sure	
  that	
  you	
  rotate	
  the	
  hand	
  so	
  the	
  knuckle	
  of	
  the	
  thumb	
  is	
  facing	
  toward	
  you.	
  	
  	
  

With	
  your	
  free	
  hand	
  you	
  should	
  slide	
  in	
  the	
  guitar	
  pick	
  between	
  your	
  index	
  finger	
  and	
  
thumb.	
   	
   That	
   way,	
   the	
   pick	
   is	
   secure.	
   	
   The	
   pick	
   should	
   end	
   up	
   behind	
   the	
   thumb’s	
  
knuckle.	
  	
  	
  

You	
  should	
  hold	
  the	
  pick	
  firmly	
  and	
  the	
  pointed	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  pick	
  should	
  be	
  pointing	
  
away	
   from	
   your	
   fist	
   and	
   should	
   be	
   sticking	
   out	
   about	
   ½	
   inch.	
   	
   The	
   hand	
   you	
   are	
  
strumming	
  with	
  should	
  be	
  over	
   the	
  sound	
  hole	
   if	
  you	
  are	
  using	
  an	
  acoustic	
  guitar	
  or	
  
over	
  the	
  guitar	
  body	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  using	
  an	
  electric	
  guitar.	
   	
  Your	
  strumming	
  hand	
  should	
  
be	
  placed	
  above	
  the	
  strings.	
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Your	
  picking	
  hand	
  should	
  not	
  sit	
  on	
  the	
  body	
  or	
  stings	
  of	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  Using	
  your	
  wrist,	
  
not	
  your	
  arm,	
  strum	
  the	
  lowest	
  string	
  downward.	
  	
  If	
  the	
  string	
  rattles	
  too	
  much,	
  do	
  not	
  
use	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  the	
  pick	
  surface	
  or	
  strum	
  softer.	
  	
  	
  

Then	
  pick	
  the	
  lowest	
  string	
  upwards.	
  Try	
  this	
  a	
  few	
  times.	
  	
  Try	
  to	
  lower	
  the	
  motion	
  of	
  
your	
  picking	
  hand	
  by	
  doing	
  a	
  short	
  pick	
  downwards	
  and	
  a	
  short	
  pick	
  upwards.	
  	
  	
  

Now	
  repeat	
  the	
  process	
  with	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  strings.	
  

Remember	
  that	
  holding	
  the	
  pick	
  will	
  feel	
  strange	
  at	
  first.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  concentrate	
  
on	
   your	
   picking	
   hand	
  when	
   you	
  begin	
   practicing	
   the	
   guitar.	
   	
   Your	
   down	
   strokes	
   and	
  
your	
  upstrokes	
  should	
  sound	
  the	
  same.	
  	
  Also	
  remember	
  you	
  will	
  sound	
  bad	
  at	
  first	
  but	
  
this	
  will	
  change	
  with	
  practice.	
  	
  It	
  takes	
  time	
  to	
  become	
  the	
  next	
  guitar	
  hero!	
  

Tuning	
  Your	
  Guitar	
  

It	
   is	
   very	
   important	
   to	
   tune	
  your	
  guitar.	
   	
   	
   You	
  need	
   to	
   tune	
  your	
  guitar	
  on	
  a	
   regular	
  
basis	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  it	
  to	
  sound	
  good	
  and	
  make	
  practice	
  enjoyable.	
  	
  At	
  first	
  tuning	
  a	
  guitar	
  
will	
  be	
  difficult	
  but	
  this	
  will	
  change	
  over	
  time.	
  	
  	
  

There	
   are	
   different	
   methods	
   of	
   tuning	
   a	
   guitar.	
   	
   All	
   of	
   the	
   different	
   methods	
   are	
  
appropriate	
  but	
  some	
  are	
  more	
  convenient	
  than	
  others.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  especially	
  important	
  if	
  
you	
  are	
  just	
  beginning	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  

Tuning	
   a	
   guitar	
   involves	
   adjusting	
   the	
   strings	
   so	
   that	
   they	
   play	
   the	
   right	
   note.	
   	
   You	
  
loosen	
  or	
  tighten	
  the	
  strings	
  by	
  using	
  the	
  tuning	
  pegs.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  tighten	
  the	
  pegs	
  on	
  the	
  headstock,	
  this	
  will	
  make	
  the	
  pitch	
  of	
  the	
  string	
  higher,	
  
while	
  making	
  the	
  pegs	
  loose	
  will	
  make	
  the	
  pitch	
  lower.	
  

Beginning	
  guitar	
  players	
  may	
  want	
  to	
  purchase	
  an	
  inexpensive	
  electric	
  “guitar	
  tuner”.	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  choice	
  for	
  beginning	
  guitar	
  players.	
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Electronic	
  tuners	
  can	
  pick	
  up	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  a	
  string	
  and	
  let	
  you	
  know	
  through	
  a	
  display	
  
that	
  the	
  note	
  is	
  either	
  too	
  low	
  (flat)	
  or	
  too	
  high	
  (sharp).	
  	
  

Beginning	
   guitar	
   player	
   have	
   difficulty	
   telling	
   when	
   a	
   string	
   is	
   not	
   in	
   tune	
   by	
   just	
  
listening	
   so	
   buying	
   an	
   electric	
   tuner	
   can	
   assist	
   in	
   making	
   tuning	
   faster	
   and	
   more	
  
precise.	
  	
  	
  

A	
   starting	
   guitarist	
   who	
   is	
   practicing	
   by	
   themselves,	
   easy	
   and	
   convenient	
   tuning	
  
methods	
   are	
   best.	
   	
   However,	
   as	
   you	
   become	
   pickier	
   or	
   begin	
   playing	
   with	
   other	
  
people,	
  utilizing	
  alternative	
  tuning	
  methods	
  will	
  become	
  increasingly	
  important.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  cannot	
  afford	
  or	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  buy	
  an	
  electric	
  tuner,	
  there	
  are	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  ways	
  
to	
  manually	
  tune	
  your	
  instrument.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  includes	
  relative	
  tuning,	
  tuning	
  with	
  a	
  piano,	
  pitch	
  pipes,	
  keyboards,	
  tuning	
  forks,	
  
intervals	
  and	
  harmonics.	
  	
  We	
  will	
  go	
  into	
  these	
  types	
  of	
  tuning	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  chapter.	
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Tuning	
  Methods	
  Made	
  Easy	
  
	
  

The	
  easiest	
  way	
  to	
  tune	
  your	
  guitar	
  is	
  by	
  relative	
  tuning.	
  	
  Relative	
  tuning	
  is	
  comparing	
  
the	
  sound	
  and	
  pitch	
  of	
  adjacent	
  strings.	
   	
  The	
  string	
  with	
   the	
  higher	
  pitch	
   is	
   tuned	
  to	
  
match	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  the	
  lower	
  string.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  this	
  method,	
  there	
  is	
  the	
  assumption	
  that	
  the	
  lower	
  string	
  is	
  tuned	
  properly.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  
use	
   this	
  method,	
   you	
  will	
   have	
   to	
   tune	
   the	
   sixth	
   string	
  with	
   a	
   tuning	
   fork	
   or	
   piano.	
  	
  
More	
  details	
  on	
  this	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  later.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  process	
  starts	
  with	
  the	
  tuning	
  of	
  the	
  sixth	
  string.	
  	
  When	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  has	
  been	
  
tuned,	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  press	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  at	
  the	
  fifth	
  fret	
  and	
  pick	
  the	
  string.	
  	
  Next,	
  tune	
  
the	
   fifth	
   string	
   so	
   that	
   it	
   matches	
   that	
   sound.	
   	
   The	
   sound	
   of	
   the	
   fifth	
   string	
   should	
  
match	
  the	
  sixth	
  string’s,	
  fifth	
  fret.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  find	
  that	
  the	
  sound	
  does	
  not	
  match,	
  turn	
  the	
  tuning	
  peg	
  for	
  that	
  fifth	
  string	
  and	
  
change	
  the	
  pitch.	
  Don’t	
  do	
  anything	
  to	
  the	
  sixth	
  string.	
  
	
  
If	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  the	
  string	
  is	
  too	
  low,	
  tighten	
  the	
  string.	
  	
  If	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  the	
  string	
  is	
  too	
  
low,	
  loosen	
  the	
  string.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Be	
  sure	
  that	
  the	
  fifth	
  string	
  is	
  tuned	
  in	
  comparison	
  to	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  because	
  the	
  fifth	
  
string	
  has	
  to	
  be	
  properly	
  tuned	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  tune	
  the	
  fourth	
  string.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  that,	
  the	
  fourth	
  string	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  tune	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  tune	
  the	
  third	
  string	
  and	
  it	
  
continues	
  from	
  there.	
  	
  If	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  tuning	
  mistake	
  on	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  strings,	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  
the	
  whole	
  instrument	
  will	
  be	
  thrown	
  off.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  piano	
  at	
  your	
  disposal	
  and	
  you	
  are	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  notes,	
  you	
  can	
  tune	
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your	
  instrument	
  by	
  matching	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  the	
  strings	
  with	
  the	
  matching	
  notes	
  on	
  the	
  
piano.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  begin,	
  find	
  the	
  E	
  note	
  of	
  the	
  piano	
  and	
  then	
  play	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  or	
  E	
  note	
  on	
  your	
  
guitar.	
  	
  	
  Turn	
  the	
  tuning	
  peg	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  on	
  your	
  guitar	
  sounds	
  like	
  the	
  E	
  on	
  
the	
  keyboard.	
  	
  Do	
  this	
  with	
  all	
  the	
  stings	
  on	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
An	
  electronic	
  keyboard	
  can	
  help	
   tune	
  your	
  guitar	
  as	
  well.	
   	
  Keyboards	
  give	
  you	
  clear,	
  
precise,	
  and	
  loud	
  pitch	
  that	
  makes	
  it	
  easy	
  to	
  tune	
  your	
  instrument.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  method	
  of	
  tuning	
   is	
  a	
  great	
  choice	
  for	
  beginning	
  guitarists	
  who	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  a	
  
keyboard	
   or	
   for	
   guitar	
   players	
   who	
   will	
   be	
   working	
   with	
   someone	
   who	
   plays	
   the	
  
keyboard.	
  
	
  
You	
  can	
  also	
  tune	
  your	
  guitar	
  by	
  using	
  pitch	
  pipes.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  find	
  these	
  at	
  
your	
  local	
  music	
  store.	
  	
  These	
  pitch	
  pipes	
  will	
  give	
  you	
  the	
  pitches	
  of	
  all	
  strings.	
  	
  All	
  you	
  
need	
  to	
  do	
  is	
  match	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  each	
  string	
  to	
  the	
  proper	
  pipe.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Pitch	
  pipes	
  do	
  not	
  cost	
  a	
   lot	
  and	
  even	
  very	
  young	
  guitar	
  players	
  can	
  use	
  them.	
   	
  They	
  
are	
  small	
  and	
  easy	
  to	
  carry.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Some	
  more	
  advanced	
  guitar	
  players	
  would	
  not	
  be	
   satisfied	
  with	
  pitch	
  pipes	
  because	
  
they	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  a	
  clear	
  pitch	
  like	
  an	
  electronic	
  tuner,	
  tuning	
  fork	
  or	
  piano.	
  	
  
	
  
Using	
  a	
  tuning	
  fork	
  is	
  a	
  popular	
  way	
  to	
  tune	
  a	
  guitar	
  and	
  other	
  instruments.	
  	
  A	
  tuning	
  
fork	
  is	
  a	
  two-­‐prong	
  device	
  that	
  has	
  a	
  stem	
  and	
  is	
  shaped	
  like	
  a	
  U.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
They	
   are	
   usually	
  made	
   of	
   steel.	
   	
   The	
   tuning	
   fork	
   gives	
   off	
   a	
   certain	
   pitch	
  when	
   it	
   is	
  
struck	
  against	
  a	
  surface,	
  causing	
  it	
  to	
  vibrate.	
  	
  The	
  sound	
  that	
  comes	
  from	
  the	
  tuning	
  
fork	
  depends	
  on	
  the	
  length	
  the	
  two	
  prongs	
  are.	
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The	
  standard	
  tuning	
  fork	
  used	
  has	
  the	
  pitch	
  of	
  an	
  A	
  note.	
  	
  Tuning	
  forks	
  that	
  emit	
  this	
  
sound	
  can	
  be	
   found	
  easily.	
   	
   Tuning	
   forks	
  with	
   the	
   sound	
  of	
   the	
  E	
  note	
  can	
  be	
   found	
  
easily	
  as	
  well	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  very	
  useful	
  for	
  guitars.	
  	
  Tuning	
  forks	
  are	
  cheap	
  and	
  easy	
  to	
  
bring	
  along	
  with	
  you.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
When	
  using	
   a	
   tuning	
   fork,	
   hold	
   the	
   fork	
   by	
   the	
   stem	
   so	
   that	
   the	
   prongs	
   can	
   vibrate	
  
freely.	
  	
  Strike	
  the	
  prongs	
  hard	
  enough	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  begin	
  to	
  vibrate.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Be	
   sure	
   not	
   to	
   strike	
   them	
   on	
   anything	
   that	
   will	
   dent.	
   	
   It	
   is	
   best	
   to	
   strike	
   the	
   fork	
  
against	
   your	
   knee.	
   	
   Not	
   too	
   hard	
   of	
   course!	
   	
   After	
   that	
   and	
   without	
   touching	
   the	
  
prongs,	
  place	
  the	
  stem	
  lightly	
  on	
  the	
  guitar	
  body.	
   	
  Now	
  tune	
  the	
  string	
  to	
  match	
  the	
  
sound	
  that	
  comes	
  from	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  order	
  to	
  use	
  a	
  tuning	
  fork	
  properly	
  you	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  practice.	
   	
   It	
  may	
  be	
  hard	
  for	
  a	
  
young	
   player	
   and	
   a	
   guitar	
   player	
   with	
   experience	
   will	
   not	
   want	
   to	
   carry	
   around	
  
different	
  tuning	
  forks.	
  
	
  
The	
  preferred	
  method	
  of	
  tuning	
  a	
  guitar	
  is	
  intervals.	
  	
  The	
  advantage	
  of	
  tuning	
  this	
  way	
  
is	
   that	
   the	
   guitar	
   ends	
   up	
  having	
   a	
   pleasant	
   sound	
   that	
   is	
   in	
   tune.	
   	
   Intervals	
   involve	
  
tuning	
   strings	
   in	
   conjunction	
   to	
   other	
   strings.	
   	
   This	
   is	
   very	
   easy	
   when	
   you	
   have	
  
practiced	
  this	
  method	
  for	
  a	
  little	
  while.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
To	
   tune	
  by	
   interval,	
  begin	
  with	
   the	
  sixth	
  string	
  and	
  have	
  something	
  such	
  as	
  a	
   tuning	
  
fork	
  or	
  pitch	
  pipe	
  handy.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  find	
  the	
  A	
  note,	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  at	
  the	
  fifth	
  fret,	
  then	
  tune	
  the	
  A	
  string.	
  	
  
Next	
  tune	
  the	
  D	
  or	
  fourth	
  string	
  to	
  the	
  D	
  and	
  the	
  fifth	
  string	
  at	
  the	
  fifth	
  fret.	
   	
  Repeat	
  
this	
  process	
  with	
  the	
  G,	
  B,	
  and	
  E	
  strings.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
To	
   check	
   your	
   tuning,	
   play	
   the	
   E	
   and	
   B	
   chords	
   and	
   listen	
   carefully.	
   	
   Make	
   any	
  
adjustments	
  you	
  need	
  to.	
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Next	
  we	
  have	
  harmonic	
   tuning.	
   	
  Advanced	
  guitarists	
   prefer	
  using	
  harmonics	
  when	
   it	
  
comes	
  to	
  tuning	
  their	
  instrument.	
  	
  Harmonic	
  tuning	
  is	
  a	
  bit	
  more	
  advanced,	
  but	
  once	
  
you	
  have	
  your	
  ear	
  trained	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  good	
  idea	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  touch	
  the	
  strings,	
  this	
  is	
  an	
  
incredibly	
  accurate	
  method	
  for	
  tuning.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Simple	
  tuning:	
  	
  	
  
From	
   the	
   top	
   to	
   the	
   bottom,	
   lightly	
   touch	
   your	
   E	
   string	
   at	
   the	
   fret	
   line	
   with	
   your	
  
fretting	
  hand,	
  do	
  not	
  press	
  the	
  string,	
  and	
  pluck	
  the	
  string	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
You	
  must	
  release	
  the	
  touch	
  with	
  your	
  fretting	
  finger	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  note	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  
play.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Play	
  5th	
  fret	
  E	
  string	
  and	
  7th	
  fret	
  A	
  string,	
  they	
  should	
  be	
  the	
  same	
  pitch.	
  Play	
  5th	
  fret	
  

A	
  and	
  7th	
  fret	
  D.	
  Play	
  5th	
  fret	
  D	
  and	
  7th	
  fret	
  G.	
  Play	
  7th	
  fret	
  low	
  E	
  and	
  pluck	
  open	
  B.	
  	
  

Last,	
  play	
  5th	
  fret	
  B	
  and	
  7th	
  fret	
  E.	
  
	
  
Instead	
  of	
  holding	
  a	
  string	
  down,	
  below	
  the	
  fret,	
  you	
  touch	
  the	
  string	
  very	
  lightly	
  at	
  the	
  
fret.	
   This	
   is	
   harmonics.	
   	
   This	
   is	
   not	
   the	
   best	
   tuning	
  methods	
   for	
   beginners	
   but	
   it	
   is	
  
mentioned	
  here	
  to	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  complete	
  overview	
  of	
  guitar	
  tuning.	
  	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  many	
  other	
  ways	
  to	
  tune	
  a	
  guitar.	
   	
  Slack	
  key	
  tuning	
   is	
   tuning	
  some	
  strings	
  
lower	
   than	
   other	
   types	
   of	
   tuning.	
   The	
   result	
   is	
   a	
   major	
   chord	
   when	
   all	
   strings	
   are	
  
played.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
A	
  tuning	
  method	
  used	
  in	
  rock	
  and	
  classical	
  guitar	
  is	
  D	
  tuning.	
  	
  This	
  involves	
  tuning	
  the	
  
D	
  string	
  instead	
  of	
  the	
  E	
  string.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
No	
   matter	
   what	
   type	
   of	
   tuning	
   you	
   use,	
   it	
   is	
   best	
   to	
   tune	
   your	
   guitar	
   frequently.	
  	
  
Strings	
  get	
  out	
  of	
  tune	
  over	
  time	
  especially	
  if	
  you	
  play	
  guitar	
  a	
  lot	
  and	
  practice	
  a	
  lot.	
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Hand	
  And	
  Finger	
  Placement	
  
	
  

When	
   playing	
   the	
   guitar,	
   you	
   have	
   one	
   fretting	
   hand,	
   which	
   is	
   the	
   hand	
   responsible	
   for	
   creating	
  
chords	
  or	
  single	
  notes,	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  your	
  picking	
  or	
  strumming	
  hand.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Both	
  hands	
  are	
  equally	
  important,	
  but	
  the	
  real	
  magic	
  happens	
  with	
  your	
  picking	
  hand,	
  as	
  there	
  are	
  so	
  
many	
  different	
  ways	
  to	
  create	
  melodic	
  sounds	
  from	
  your	
  strings.	
  

	
  
Here	
  is	
  a	
  diagram	
  of	
  your	
  fretting	
  hand	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  refer	
  to	
  
your	
   fingers.	
   	
   This	
   will	
   be	
   a	
   great	
   visual	
   aid	
   for	
   correct	
  
chord	
  placement.	
   	
   It	
  will	
  be	
  tempting	
  to	
  cheat	
  with	
  finger	
  
placement	
   on	
   some	
   of	
   the	
   chords,	
   but	
   there	
   are	
   specific	
  
reasons	
   for	
   using	
   specific	
   fingers	
   for	
   constructing	
   the	
  
chords.	
  

	
  
There	
  is	
  a	
  correct	
  way	
  and	
  an	
  incorrect	
  way	
  to	
  hold	
  a	
  pick	
  
with	
  your	
  strumming	
  hand.	
   	
  You'll	
  want	
  to	
   lightly	
  rest	
  the	
  
pick	
  between	
  your	
  thumb	
  and	
  forefinger.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Your	
  forefinger	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  arced	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  forms	
  a	
  semi-­‐

circle.	
  	
  The	
  pick	
  will	
  rest	
  between	
  the	
  first	
  and	
  second	
  knuckles	
  on	
  the	
  forefinger.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Each	
  finger	
  consists	
  of	
  three	
  knuckles,	
  one	
  right	
  above	
  the	
  fingernail,	
  one	
  half	
  way	
  up	
  the	
  finger	
  and	
  
the	
  last	
  where	
  the	
  finger	
  meets	
  with	
  the	
  hand.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  and	
  second	
  are	
  referring	
  to	
  the	
  ones	
  right	
  
above	
  the	
  fingernail	
  and	
  half	
  way	
  up	
  the	
  finger.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
From	
  here	
  you	
  will	
  place	
  your	
  thumb	
  on	
  the	
  pick	
  creating	
  a	
  loose	
  yet	
  stable	
  pressure.	
  
	
  
As	
  you	
  become	
  more	
  advanced	
   in	
  your	
  guitar	
  playing,	
  you	
  will	
   learn	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  several	
  ways	
  to	
  
hold	
  a	
  pick	
  and	
  all	
  of	
  which	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  between	
  the	
  thumb	
  and	
  forefinger.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Do	
  not	
  let	
  yourself	
  fall	
   into	
  the	
  trap	
  of	
  holding	
  the	
  pick	
  with	
  the	
  tips	
  of	
  your	
  thumb,	
  forefinger	
  and	
  
middle	
  finger.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  incorrect	
  and	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  bad	
  habit	
  to	
  break.	
  	
  It	
  will	
  not	
  allow	
  for	
  your	
  remaining	
  
fingers	
  to	
  have	
  any	
  dexterity.	
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Learning	
  Chords	
  

	
  
Now	
  for	
  the	
  fun	
  part,	
  actually	
  playing	
  the	
  guitar!	
  	
  It	
  is	
  essential	
  to	
  practice	
  playing	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  
that	
  difficult	
  to	
  make	
  sounds	
  on	
  the	
  guitar	
  but	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  make	
  these	
  sounds	
  pleasing	
  to	
  the	
  ear,	
  
you	
  have	
  to	
  practice.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Let's	
  begin	
  with	
  open	
  chords.	
   	
  Open	
  chords	
  are	
  basic	
  chord	
   formations	
   that	
  all	
  guitar	
  players	
   learn	
  
how	
  to	
  play	
  first.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
MAJOR	
  OPEN	
  CHORDS	
  

	
  
	
  
Solid	
   dots	
   represent	
   finger	
   positions.	
   	
   Diamonds	
   represent	
   played	
   notes.	
   	
   X	
   represents	
   a	
   string	
   or	
  
note	
  not	
  played	
  (muted).	
  
	
  
Each	
  of	
  these	
  major	
  chords	
  are	
  built	
  from	
  a	
  corresponding	
  major	
  scale.	
  	
  
	
  
Each	
  of	
  these	
  major	
  chords	
  also	
  consists	
  of	
  a	
  triad	
  in	
  notation.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  formula	
  for	
  a	
  major	
  triad	
  consists	
  of	
  R-­‐3-­‐5.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

This	
  means	
  that	
  if	
  your	
  C	
  major	
  scale	
  is:	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C,	
  Root	
  =	
  C,	
  3rd	
  =	
  E,	
  &	
  5th	
  =	
  	
  G.	
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When	
  you	
  play	
  your	
  C	
  major	
  chord,	
  the	
  only	
  notes	
  strummed	
  are	
  C	
  E	
  G.	
  	
  I	
  suspect	
  this	
  will	
  be	
  kind	
  of	
  
confusing	
  but	
  will	
  make	
  sense	
  once	
  you	
  really	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  your	
  fret	
  board	
  and	
  scales.	
  
	
  
Here	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  common	
  ways	
  that	
  these	
  chords	
  and	
  notes	
  will	
  be	
  referred	
  to.	
  	
  CM,	
  DM,	
  EM,	
  
FM,	
  GM,	
  AM,	
  BM,	
  C,	
  D,	
  E,	
  F,	
  G,	
  A,	
  B.	
  
	
  
MINOR	
  OPEN	
  CHORDS	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Each	
   of	
   the	
  major	
   chords	
   are	
   built	
   from	
   a	
   corresponding	
  minor	
   scale.	
   	
   Each	
   of	
   the	
  minor	
   chords	
  
consists	
  of	
  a	
  triad	
  in	
  notation.	
  	
  The	
  formula	
  for	
  a	
  minor	
  triad	
  is	
  as	
  follows:	
  	
  R-­‐	
  (flatted)	
  3-­‐	
  5.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

This	
  means	
  if	
  your	
  C	
  minor	
  scale	
  is:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C,	
  Root	
  =	
  C,	
  	
  3rd	
  =	
  Eb,	
  5th	
  =	
  G.	
  	
  Notice	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  

exactly	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  a	
  minor	
  triad	
  except	
  for	
  the	
  flatted	
  (b)	
  3rd.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Also,	
  the	
  only	
  notes	
  played	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  R-­‐3-­‐5.	
  
	
  
Here	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  common	
  ways	
  that	
  these	
  chords	
  and	
  notes	
  will	
  be	
  referred	
  to.	
   	
  Cm,	
  Dm,	
  Em,	
  
Fm,	
  Gm,	
  Am,	
  Bm,	
  Cmin,	
  Dmin,	
  Emin,	
  Fmin,	
  Gmin,	
  Amin,	
  Bmin.	
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DOMINANT	
  7TH	
  MAJOR	
  OPEN	
  CHORDS	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Dominant	
  7th	
  chord	
  formations	
  are	
  a	
  little	
  different.	
  	
  The	
  principles	
  are	
  still	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  a	
  standard	
  

major	
  chord	
  formation	
  but	
  the	
  7th	
  note	
  is	
  added	
  in.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

The	
  7th	
  note	
  played	
  in	
  a	
  dominant	
  7th	
  chord	
  will	
  be	
  lowered	
  ½	
  step.	
  	
  If	
  a	
  C	
  major	
  scale	
  is:	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  

B	
  C,	
  Root	
  =	
  C,	
  3rd	
  =	
  E,	
  5th	
  =	
  G,	
  and	
  7th	
  =	
  Bb.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  formula	
  for	
  this	
  chord	
  formation	
  is	
  R-­‐3-­‐5-­‐7.	
  	
  If	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  four	
  note	
  construct,	
  a	
  triad	
  will	
  still	
  be	
  

the	
  basic	
  form	
  in	
  notation	
  with	
  an	
  additional	
  tone,	
  the	
  7th.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
   is	
   incredibly	
   useful	
   information	
   as	
   there	
   are	
   several	
   larger	
   chords	
   that	
   are	
   used	
   frequently	
   in	
  
music.	
  	
  
	
  
Here	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  common	
  ways	
  that	
  these	
  chords	
  and	
  notes	
  will	
  be	
  referred	
  to.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
C7,	
   D7,	
   E7,	
   F7,	
   G7,	
   A7,	
   B7,	
   Cdom7,	
   Ddom7,	
   Edom7,	
   Fdom7,	
   Gdom7,	
   Adom7,	
   Bdom7.	
   	
   Dom	
   =	
  
Dominant.	
  
	
  



© 2014 GUITARJAMZ.COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
*	
   The	
   Bmaj	
   chord	
   is	
   actually	
   Bmaj7.	
   	
   I	
   have	
   checked	
   several	
   references	
   and	
   this	
   is	
   the	
   correct	
  
fingering	
  for	
  this	
  chord.	
  
	
  

Major	
  7th	
  chords	
  are	
  again	
  very	
  similar	
  to	
  dominant	
  7th.	
  	
  The	
  difference	
  here	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  major	
  7th	
  
follows	
  the	
  major	
  scale	
  identically.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

If	
  a	
  C	
  major	
  scale	
  is:	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C,	
  Root	
  =	
  C,	
  3rd	
  =	
  E,	
  5th	
  =	
  G,	
  7th	
  =	
  B.	
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A	
  minor	
  7th	
  chord	
  is	
  just	
  like	
  the	
  major	
  7th	
  only	
  with	
  the	
  minor	
  chord	
  formation	
  formula.	
  	
  Let's	
  take	
  a	
  
look	
  at	
  what	
  this	
  looks	
  like.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

A	
  C	
  minor	
  scale	
  is	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C,	
  Root	
  =	
  C,	
  3rd	
  =	
  Eb,	
  5th	
  =	
  G,	
  and	
  7th	
  =	
  Bb.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

The	
   formula	
   for	
   this	
   chord	
  construct	
   is	
  R-­‐3b-­‐5-­‐7.	
   	
   Just	
   like	
   the	
  major	
  7th	
  chord,	
  a	
   standard	
   triad	
   is	
  

built	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  R-­‐3b-­‐5	
  and	
  the	
  7th	
  tone	
  is	
  added	
  in.	
  
	
  
Here	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  common	
  ways	
  that	
  these	
  chords	
  and	
  notes	
  will	
  be	
  referred	
  to.	
  Cm7,	
  Dm7,	
  Em7,	
  
Fm7,	
  Gm7,	
  Am7,	
  Bm7,	
  Cmin7,	
  Dmin7,	
  Emin7,	
  Fmin7,	
  Gmin7,	
  Amin7,	
  Bmin7.	
  
	
  	
  	
  
Begin	
  by	
  plucking	
  the	
  sixth	
  string.	
  	
  Do	
  not	
  use	
  your	
  fretting	
  hand.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  hear	
  an	
  E	
  note.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  play	
  
a	
  string	
  without	
  using	
  the	
  fret,	
  you	
  are	
  playing	
  the	
  note	
  “open”.	
  
	
  
The	
  next	
  thing	
  to	
  do	
  is	
  to	
  move	
  downward	
  and	
  play	
  the	
  strings	
  “open”.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  hear	
  the	
  A,	
  D,	
  G,	
  B,	
  
and	
  E	
  notes,	
  in	
  that	
  order.	
  	
  Each	
  note	
  will	
  sound	
  higher	
  than	
  the	
  one	
  preceding	
  it.	
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After	
  you	
  have	
  done	
  this,	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  and	
  take	
  your	
  index	
  finger	
  and	
  place	
  it	
  on	
  the	
  first	
  
fret.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  first	
  fret	
  is	
  the	
  space	
  between	
  the	
  nut	
  and	
  the	
  first	
  fret.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  be	
  using	
  the	
  index	
  finger	
  on	
  
your	
  fretting	
  hand.	
  	
  Now	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  note	
  with	
  the	
  tip	
  of	
  your	
  index	
  finger	
  instead	
  of	
  the	
  joint.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  you	
  hold	
  the	
  index	
  finger	
  down	
  on	
  the	
  initial	
  fret,	
  use	
  the	
  hand	
  with	
  the	
  pick	
  in	
  it	
  and	
  pluck	
  the	
  
sixth	
  string.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  done	
  this	
  right,	
  the	
  sound	
  that	
  you	
  hear	
  should	
  be	
  a	
  little	
  higher	
  than	
  when	
  
you	
  first	
  plucked	
  the	
  string	
  without	
  holding	
  down	
  the	
  fret.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Next	
  move	
   the	
   index	
   finger	
  up	
   to	
   the	
   second	
   fret.	
   	
   This	
   is	
   the	
   space	
  between	
   the	
   second	
  and	
   first	
  
frets.	
  	
  Pluck	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  once	
  more.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  hear	
  a	
  higher	
  sound	
  than	
  the	
  previous	
  one.	
  	
  
	
  
Repeat	
   these	
   steps	
  with	
  every	
   string.	
   	
  Play	
   the	
   string	
  open,	
  place	
  your	
   finger	
  on	
   the	
   first	
   fret,	
   and	
  
then	
  place	
  your	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  next	
  fret.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  hear	
  notes	
  that	
  are	
  bad,	
  muffled	
  or	
  off-­‐key,	
  make	
  sure	
  
that	
  you	
  are	
  firmly	
  pressing	
  down	
  on	
  the	
  note	
  and	
  that	
  your	
  finger	
  is	
  on	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  the	
  fret.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Continue	
  to	
  practice	
  until	
  you	
  are	
  comfortable	
  making	
  each	
  note.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  you	
  have	
  practiced	
  playing	
  notes,	
  you	
  can	
  move	
  on	
  to	
  playing	
  chords.	
  	
  A	
  chord	
  is	
  two	
  notes	
  that	
  
are	
  played	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time.	
  	
  Chords	
  create	
  a	
  richer	
  sound	
  than	
  what	
  you	
  would	
  hear	
  if	
  you	
  played	
  
each	
  note	
  by	
  itself.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Most	
  chords	
  are	
  three	
  notes	
  that	
  are	
  played	
  together.	
  	
  Some	
  chords	
  include	
  more	
  than	
  three	
  notes.	
  	
  
Chords	
  involved	
  playing	
  multiple	
  strings	
  together.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  “strumming”.	
  
	
  
The	
  most	
   common	
   chords	
   are	
   “Major”	
   chords	
   and	
   these	
   are	
   the	
   chords	
   that	
   beginning	
   guitarists	
  
usually	
  learn	
  first.	
  	
  The	
  major	
  chords	
  are	
  C	
  Major,	
  A	
  Major,	
  G	
  Major,	
  E	
  Major,	
  and	
  D	
  Major.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
These	
  chords	
  are	
  a	
  combination	
  of	
  different	
  sets	
  of	
  notes.	
   	
  When	
  theses	
  notes	
  are	
  played	
  together	
  
they	
  create	
  a	
  sound	
  that	
  is	
  unique.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Many	
  of	
  your	
  all-­‐time	
  favorite	
  songs	
  are	
  played	
  by	
  using	
  three	
  or	
  more	
  chords.	
  	
  Let’s	
  discuss	
  fingering	
  



© 2014 GUITARJAMZ.COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

	
  

	
  

positions,	
  exact	
  notes	
  and	
  patterns	
  of	
  strumming	
  that	
  are	
  used	
  in	
  “Major”	
  chords.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  play	
  a	
  C	
  Major	
  chord,	
  place	
  your	
  ring	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  third	
  fret	
  and	
  
fifth	
   string.	
   	
   Then	
  place	
  your	
  middle	
   finger	
  on	
   the	
   second	
   fret	
  and	
  
fourth	
  string.	
  	
  Last,	
  place	
  your	
  index	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  first	
  fret,	
  second	
  
string.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Now,	
  starting	
  on	
  the	
  fifth	
  string,	
  strum	
  the	
  3	
  string	
  quickly.	
  	
  Don’t	
  play	
  the	
  sixth	
  string.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  The	
  C	
  Major	
  chord	
  should	
  look	
  like	
  a	
  staircase.	
  	
  The	
  index	
  finger	
  forms	
  the	
  lowest	
  step.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

It	
  will	
  feel	
  odd	
  when	
  you	
  begin	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  chords	
  in	
  this	
  way	
  but	
  the	
  more	
  you	
  practice	
  chords	
  and	
  as	
  
your	
  fingers	
  become	
  stronger,	
  you	
  will	
  not	
  have	
  a	
  problem	
  forming	
  chord	
  structures	
  with	
  your	
  hands.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Don’t	
  worry	
  if	
  when	
  you	
  begin	
  practicing	
  chords	
  that	
  sound	
  horrible	
  and	
  the	
  notes	
  sound	
  strange.	
  	
  As	
  
they	
  say	
  “practice	
  makes	
  perfect.”	
  	
  	
  

	
  

To	
  play	
  the	
  A	
  Major	
  chord:	
  

• Put	
  the	
  index	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret	
  and	
  fourth	
  string.	
  

• Put	
  the	
  middle	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret	
  and	
  third	
  string.	
  	
  	
  

• Put	
  the	
  ring	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret	
  and	
  second	
  string.	
  

• Now,	
  beginning	
  with	
  the	
  fifth	
  string,	
  strum	
  the	
  strings	
  quickly.	
  	
  Don’t	
  play	
  the	
  sixth	
  string.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

The	
   A	
   Major	
   chord	
   is	
   harder	
   to	
   play	
   than	
   the	
   C	
   Major	
   chord	
  
because	
  three	
  fingers	
  are	
  crunched	
  together	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

Play	
   the	
  chord	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
   times	
  so	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  how	
   it	
   sounds	
  and	
   feels.	
   	
   If	
   you	
  continue	
   to	
  have	
  
problems	
  or	
   your	
   fingers	
   are	
  big	
   and	
   cannot	
   fit	
   together	
   on	
   the	
   second	
   fret,	
   you	
  may	
  want	
   to	
   try	
  
other	
  fingerings.	
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One	
  solution	
  is	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  middle	
  finger	
  instead	
  of	
  the	
  ring	
  finger	
  to	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  second	
  and	
  third	
  
strings	
  together.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

To	
  play	
  the	
  G	
  Major	
  Chord:	
  

• Put	
  the	
  middle	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  third	
  fret,	
  sixth	
  string	
  

• Put	
  the	
  index	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret,	
  and	
  fifth	
  string	
  

• Put	
  the	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  third	
  fret	
  and	
  first	
  string.	
  	
  	
  

• Now	
  strum	
  the	
  strings	
  quickly.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

To	
   play	
   the	
   G	
   Major	
   chord	
   you	
   can	
   use	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   different	
  
fingerings,	
  though	
  the	
  one	
  described	
  above	
  is	
  simplest	
  for	
  beginning	
  
guitar	
  players.	
  	
  	
  

To	
  play	
  the	
  C	
  Major	
  chord:	
  

• Put	
  the	
  third	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  fifth	
  string	
  and	
  the	
  third	
  fret.	
  
• Put	
  the	
  second	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  fourth	
  string	
  and	
  the	
  second	
  fret.	
  
• Put	
   the	
   first	
   finger	
   on	
   the	
   second	
   string	
   and	
   first	
   fret.	
   	
  Make	
   sure	
   you	
  do	
  NOT	
   strum	
   the	
   sixth	
  
string	
  and	
  strum	
  the	
  bottom.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

To	
  play	
  the	
  E	
  Major	
  Chord:	
  

1) Put	
  the	
  middle	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret	
  and	
  fifth	
  string	
  

2) Put	
  the	
  ring	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret	
  and	
  fourth	
  string	
  

3) Put	
  the	
  index	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  first	
  fret	
  and	
  third	
  string.	
  

4) Now	
  strum	
  the	
  string	
  quickly.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

E	
  Major	
   is	
   the	
  best	
  known	
  of	
   the	
  chords	
  because	
   it	
   is	
   found	
   in	
   the	
  
most	
  memorable	
  rock	
  and	
  blues	
  songs.	
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Remember	
  not	
  to	
  worry	
  if	
  the	
  notes	
  don’t	
  sound	
  right	
  or	
  if	
  they	
  sound	
  muffled.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  practice,	
  you	
  
will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  right	
  notes	
  on	
  the	
  right	
  strings.	
  	
  

To	
  play	
  the	
  D	
  Major	
  chord:	
  

a) Put	
  the	
  index	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret	
  and	
  third	
  string	
  
b) Put	
  the	
  ring	
  finger	
  on	
  third	
  fret	
  and	
  second	
  string.	
  
c) Put	
  the	
  middle	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  fret	
  and	
  first	
  string.	
  	
  	
  
d) Begin	
  with	
  the	
  fourth	
  string	
  and	
  play	
  the	
  notes	
  quickly.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  not	
  play	
  the	
  fifth	
  of	
  sixth	
  strings.	
  

The	
  D	
  chord	
   is	
   the	
  hardest	
   for	
  beginning	
  guitarists.	
   	
   This	
   chord	
   is	
   that	
  hardest	
  one	
   to	
  make	
   sound	
  
correctly.	
  	
  But	
  again,	
  with	
  practice	
  you	
  should	
  not	
  have	
  any	
  problems.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
When	
  just	
  learning	
  to	
  play	
  the	
  guitar,	
  changing	
  chords	
  quickly	
  can	
  be	
  
very	
   difficult.	
   	
   I	
   recommend	
   that	
   you	
   work	
   with	
   A	
   chords	
   first,	
  
followed	
  by	
  the	
  E	
  chords.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Practice	
  moving	
  from	
  A	
  to	
  Am	
  to	
  A7,	
  it's	
  simply	
  the	
  removal	
  of	
  a	
  finger	
  or	
  placing	
  a	
  finger	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  
string	
  set	
  but	
  different	
  fret.	
  	
  Work	
  through	
  all	
  of	
  your	
  chords	
  this	
  way.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Then,	
  practice	
  moving	
  from	
  a	
  C	
  to	
  an	
  Am	
  to	
  an	
  E.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Close	
  your	
  eyes	
  and	
  feel	
  where	
  the	
  chords	
  are	
  and	
  learn	
  to	
  trust	
  your	
  hands.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Very	
   rarely	
  do	
  you	
   see	
  musicians	
   stare	
  at	
   their	
   guitars	
  while	
   they	
  play.	
   	
  Practice	
   for	
  accuracy	
   then	
  
speed.	
  	
  Give	
  yourself	
  the	
  freedom	
  to	
  make	
  mistakes,	
  because	
  EVERYONE	
  does!	
  	
  But	
  the	
  more	
  often	
  
you	
  practice	
  and	
  self-­‐correct	
  as	
  you	
  are	
  learning,	
  the	
  easier	
  it	
  will	
  get	
  it!	
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Learning	
  Scales	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  happen	
  to	
  know	
  anything	
  about	
  playing	
  the	
  piano,	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  a	
  “scale”	
  is	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  notes	
  
that	
   are	
   played	
   in	
   succession	
   in	
   ascending	
   or	
   descending	
   order.	
   	
   There	
   are	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   different	
  
scales.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Each	
   scale	
  has	
  unique	
   characteristics,	
  musical	
  qualities,	
   and	
  note	
  patterns.	
   	
  We	
  will	
   talk	
  a	
   little	
  bit	
  
about	
  scales	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  them	
  to	
  improve	
  your	
  guitar	
  playing.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Practicing	
  and	
  playing	
  scales	
  can	
  be	
  unexciting	
  and	
  tiresome	
  but	
  you	
  can	
  do	
  it.	
  	
  Scales	
  can	
  help	
  make	
  
your	
   fingers	
   stronger,	
   improve	
   your	
   ability	
   to	
   learn	
   advanced	
   techniques	
   such	
   as	
   guitar	
   solos	
   and	
  
improve	
  hand-­‐eye	
  coordination.	
  
	
  
The	
  most	
  basic	
  scale	
  is	
  the	
  chromatic	
  scale.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
To	
  begin	
  playing	
  the	
  chromatic	
  scale:	
  
	
  
1. Start	
  by	
  playing	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  “open”	
  
	
  
2. Take	
  your	
  index	
  finger	
  on	
  the	
  hand	
  you	
  will	
  fret	
  with	
  and	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  first	
  fret	
  on	
  the	
  number	
  
six	
  string.	
  	
  Pluck	
  it	
  again.	
  
	
  
3. Using	
   the	
  middle	
   finger,	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  at	
   the	
  second	
   fret	
  and	
  play	
   the	
  sixth	
  string	
  
again.	
  
	
  
4. Utilize	
  the	
  ring	
  finger	
  to	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  third	
  fret	
  and	
  play	
  the	
  sixth	
  string.	
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5. Utilize	
  the	
  pinkie	
  finger	
  to	
  press	
  down	
  the	
  fourth	
  fret	
  and	
  play	
  the	
  sixth	
  string	
  again.	
  
	
  
6. Continue	
  with	
  these	
  steps	
  with	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  strings.	
  	
  
	
  
You	
  have	
  now	
  played	
  your	
  first	
  scale!	
  J	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Other	
  scales	
  are	
  the	
  Major	
  Scale	
  and	
  the	
  Minor	
  Pentatonic	
  Scale.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  learn	
  these	
  scales	
  as	
  you	
  
continue	
  practicing	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  you	
  have	
  learned	
  notes,	
  scales	
  and	
  chords,	
  you	
  are	
  now	
  ready	
  to	
  play	
  songs.	
  	
  Many	
  people	
  have	
  
their	
  personal	
  favorites	
  whether	
  it	
  is	
  their	
  favorite	
  songs,	
  favorite	
  bands,	
  or	
  favorite	
  pieces	
  of	
  music.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Most	
  everyone	
  knows	
  their	
  favorite	
  songs	
  by	
  heart	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  anxious	
  to	
  play	
  them.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  great.	
  	
  
However,	
  it	
  is	
  best	
  to	
  slow	
  down	
  and	
  learn	
  a	
  few	
  basic	
  songs	
  that	
  can	
  assist	
  you	
  in	
  getting	
  the	
  feel	
  for	
  
the	
  structure	
  of	
  songs	
  and	
  the	
  feel	
  for	
  timing.	
   	
  You	
  will	
  also	
  get	
  your	
  first	
  opportunity	
  to	
  sing	
  along	
  
with	
  your	
  instrument.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  a	
  few	
  songs	
  that	
  are	
  good	
  for	
  beginners	
  	
  	
  
	
  

• Blowin’	
  in	
  the	
  Wind	
  by	
  Bob	
  Dylan	
  

• Leaving	
  On	
  A	
  Jet	
  Plane	
  by	
  John	
  Denver	
  

• For	
  What	
  It’s	
  Worth	
  by	
  Buffalo	
  Springfield	
  

	
  

These	
  songs	
  can	
  assist	
  you	
  in	
  practicing	
  chords:	
  	
  	
  

1) The	
  Gambler	
  by	
  Kenny	
  Rogers	
  

2) Brown	
  Eyed	
  Girl	
  by	
  Van	
  Morrison.	
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Getting	
  Down	
  To	
  Basics	
  
	
  
Let’s	
  start	
  with	
  the	
  basic	
  notes	
  and	
  symbols	
  that	
  you	
  should	
  learn,	
  when	
  starting	
  to	
  play	
  the	
  guitar.	
  
It’s	
  best	
  that	
  you	
  learn	
  to	
  read	
  music	
  in	
  notation,	
  however	
  if	
  you	
  prefer	
  to	
  learn	
  ‘tabs’,	
  you’ll	
  need	
  to	
  
understand	
   other	
   symbols	
   in	
   order	
   to	
   successfully	
   understand	
   tablature	
   music	
   sheets.	
  
	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Staff:	
   	
   This	
   is	
   the	
   set	
   of	
   lines	
   upon	
  which	
   notes	
   are	
   placed.	
   	
   Beginning	
   from	
   the	
   bottom	
   line	
   and	
  
continuing	
  to	
  the	
  top,	
  notes	
  read	
  E	
  G	
  B	
  D	
  F	
  (rhyme	
  to	
  help	
  remember,	
  Every	
  Good	
  Boy	
  Does	
  Fine).	
  	
  
The	
  notes	
  in	
  between	
  are	
  F	
  A	
  C	
  E.	
  
	
  
Bar	
  Line:	
  	
  Bar	
  lines	
  are	
  used	
  to	
  separate	
  measures	
  in	
  a	
  musical	
  piece.	
  
	
  
Double	
  Bar	
   Line:	
   	
  A	
  double	
  bar	
   line	
   is	
   used	
   to	
   separate	
   to	
  major	
   sections	
  of	
  music	
   inside	
   a	
  piece.	
  	
  
They	
  may	
  be	
  used	
  at	
  a	
  temp	
  change	
  or	
  key	
  change.	
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Accolade:	
  	
  Used	
  to	
  connect	
  two	
  or	
  more	
  lines	
  of	
  music	
  that	
  are	
  played	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time.	
  
	
  
Treble	
  Clef:	
   	
  A	
  treble	
  clef,	
  also	
  known	
  as	
  a	
  G	
  clef,	
   is	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  clef	
  used	
  in	
  music.	
   	
  G	
  clef	
  is	
  
derived	
  from	
  the	
  stylized	
  G	
  shape	
  of	
  the	
  clef	
  and	
  the	
  inside	
  spiral	
  circles	
  the	
  G	
  line	
  on	
  the	
  staff.	
  
	
  
Key	
  Signatures:	
  	
  Flat	
  key	
  signatures	
  will	
  indicate	
  which	
  note	
  will	
  be	
  flatted.	
  	
  Sharp	
  key	
  signatures	
  will	
  
indicate	
  which	
  notes	
  will	
  be	
  sharp.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
Specific	
  Time:	
   	
  The	
  bottom	
  number	
   (4)	
   refers	
   to	
  quarter	
  notes.	
   	
  The	
  top	
  number	
   (3)	
   indicates	
  how	
  
many	
  quarter	
  notes	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  in	
  a	
  measure.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  case	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  3	
  quarter	
  notes	
  per	
  measure.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Also	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  Three	
  Four	
  time.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  will	
  vary	
  from	
  piece	
  to	
  piece	
  as	
  there	
  are	
  numerous	
  specific	
  times.	
  
	
  
Common	
  Time:	
   	
  Common	
  time	
   is	
  used	
  today	
  to	
  represent	
  4/4	
   time.	
   	
  Also	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  Four	
  Four	
  
time.	
  	
  If	
  it	
  is	
  used	
  as	
  specific	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  indicate	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  4	
  quarter	
  notes	
  per	
  measure.	
  
	
  
Cut	
  Time:	
  	
  Cut	
  time	
  is	
  just	
  like	
  it	
  sounds.	
  	
  It	
  represents	
  2/4	
  time.	
  	
  Also	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  Two	
  Four	
  time.	
  	
  
The	
  same	
  is	
  true	
  here	
  also	
  where	
  there	
  would	
  be	
  2	
  quarter	
  notes	
  per	
  measure.	
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Whole	
  Note:	
  	
  A	
  whole	
  note	
  gets	
  four	
  beats.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  count	
  an	
  entire	
  measure.	
  
	
  
Half	
  Note:	
  	
  A	
  half	
  note	
  gets	
  two	
  beats.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  two	
  half	
  notes	
  would	
  be	
  played.	
  
	
  
Quarter	
  Note:	
  	
  A	
  quarter	
  note	
  gets	
  one	
  beat.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  four	
  notes	
  would	
  be	
  played.	
  

	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Eighth	
   Note:	
   	
   An	
   eighth	
   note	
   receives	
   a	
   half	
   beat.	
   	
   In	
   4/4	
   time	
   you	
   would	
   play	
   eight	
   notes	
   per	
  
measure.	
  
	
  
Sixteenth	
  Note:	
  	
  A	
  sixteenth	
  note	
  receives	
  a	
  quarter	
  of	
  one	
  beat.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  you	
  would	
  play	
  sixteen	
  
notes	
  per	
  measure.	
  
	
  
Thirty-­‐second	
  Note:	
   	
  A	
  thirty-­‐second	
  note	
  receives	
  a	
  sixteenth	
  of	
  one	
  beat.	
   	
   In	
  4/4	
  time	
  you	
  would	
  
play	
  thirty-­‐two	
  notes	
  per	
  measure.	
  
	
  
Sixty-­‐fourth	
  Note:	
  	
  A	
  sixty-­‐fourth	
  note	
  receives	
  a	
  thirty-­‐second	
  of	
  one	
  beat.	
   	
   In	
  4/4	
  time	
  you	
  would	
  
play	
  sixty-­‐four	
  notes	
  per	
  measure.	
  

	
  	
  
In	
  a	
  typical	
  measure	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  notes	
  and	
  will	
  very	
  rarely	
  contain	
  all	
  of	
  one	
  note.	
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Whole	
  Rest:	
  	
  A	
  whole	
  rest	
  gets	
  4	
  counts.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  4	
  counts	
  per	
  measure	
  and	
  in	
  
2/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  2	
  counts	
  per	
  measure.	
  
	
  
Half	
  Rest:	
   	
  A	
  half	
  rest	
  gets	
  2	
  counts.	
   	
   In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  2	
  counts	
  per	
  measure	
  and	
  in	
  2/4	
  
time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  1	
  count	
  per	
  measure.	
  
	
  
Quarter	
  Rest:	
  	
  A	
  quarter	
  rest	
  gets	
  1	
  count.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  1	
  count	
  per	
  measure	
  and	
  in	
  
2/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  ½	
  count	
  per	
  measure.	
  

	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Eighth	
  Rest:	
  	
  An	
  eighth	
  rest	
  gets	
  ½	
  of	
  one	
  count.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  ½	
  count	
  per	
  measure	
  
and	
  in	
  2/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  ¼	
  count	
  per	
  measure	
  
	
  
Sixteenth	
  Rest:	
   	
  A	
  sixteenth	
  rest	
  get	
  ¼	
  of	
  one	
  count.	
   	
   In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  ¼	
  of	
  a	
  count	
  per	
  
measure	
  and	
  in	
  2/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  1/8	
  of	
  a	
  count	
  per	
  measure.	
  
	
  
Thirty-­‐second	
  Rest:	
  	
  A	
  thirty-­‐second	
  rest	
  gets	
  1/16	
  of	
  one	
  count.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  1/16	
  of	
  
a	
  count	
  per	
  measure	
  and	
  in	
  2/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  1/32	
  of	
  a	
  count	
  per	
  measure.	
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Sixty-­‐fourth	
  Rest:	
  	
  	
  	
  A	
  sixty-­‐fourth	
  rest	
  gets	
  1/32	
  of	
  one	
  count.	
  	
  In	
  4/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  1/32	
  of	
  a	
  
count	
  per	
  measure	
  and	
  in	
  2/4	
  time	
  it	
  would	
  receive	
  1/64	
  of	
  a	
  count	
  per	
  measure.	
  

	
  	
  

	
  
Dotted	
  Note:	
  	
  Placing	
  a	
  dot	
  to	
  the	
  right	
  of	
  any	
  note	
  value	
  lengthens	
  the	
  value	
  by	
  one	
  half	
  its	
  value.	
  	
  A	
  
dot	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  placed	
  to	
  the	
  right	
  of	
  a	
  rest	
  causing	
  the	
  same	
  to	
  happen,	
  increased	
  value.	
  
	
  
Beats	
  per	
  Minute:	
  	
  This	
  indicates	
  how	
  many	
  quarter	
  notes	
  will	
  occur	
  in	
  one	
  minute.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  really	
  
have	
   a	
   metronome	
   so	
   that	
   you	
   understand	
   tempo	
   and	
   you	
   can	
   set	
   the	
   beats	
   per	
   minute.	
   A	
  
metronome	
  is	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  equipment	
  that	
  keeps	
  time.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  buy	
  this	
  at	
  a	
  music	
  store.	
  
	
  
Extended	
   Rest:	
   	
   An	
   extended	
   rest	
   will	
   cover	
   more	
   than	
   just	
   a	
   specific	
   amount	
   of	
   time	
   inside	
   a	
  
measure.	
  	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  for	
  the	
  indicated	
  number	
  of	
  measures.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  case	
  it	
  is	
  10	
  measures	
  of	
  rest.	
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Learning	
  Tablature	
  
	
  

Tablature,	
   tab	
   for	
   short,	
   is	
   a	
   form	
  of	
  musical	
   notation	
  with	
   an	
   emphasis	
   on	
   fingerings	
   rather	
   than	
  

traditional	
  notation.	
  	
  Tablature	
  is	
  commonly	
  used	
  for	
  fretted	
  instruments.	
  

	
  

The	
   problem	
   with	
   tablature	
   is	
   that	
   it	
   doesn't	
   indicate	
   note	
   length	
   or	
   duration.	
   	
   This	
   is	
   where	
  

understanding	
  note	
  values	
  will	
  help	
  as	
  most	
  tablature	
  is	
  written	
  below	
  standard	
  notation.	
  

	
  

Tablature	
   is	
   a	
   closer	
   visual	
   representation	
   of	
   your	
   guitar	
   fretboard,	
   thereby	
   making	
   it	
   easier	
   to	
  

interpret	
  music.	
  	
  It	
  virtually	
  doesn't	
  require	
  any	
  training	
  to	
  become	
  quite	
  good	
  at	
  reading	
  it.	
  

	
  

Tablature	
  takes	
  the	
  guesswork	
  out	
  of	
  which	
  fret	
  to	
  play	
  chords	
  or	
  notes.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Standard	
  notation	
  has	
  often	
  left	
  this	
  a	
  gray	
  area	
  but	
  in	
  some	
  cases	
  will	
  indicate	
  frets	
  by	
  placing	
  roman	
  

numerals	
  below	
  the	
  staff.	
  

	
  

Below	
   is	
   a	
   sample	
   of	
   what	
   guitar	
   tablature	
   looks	
   like	
   and	
   how	
   to	
   read	
   it.	
   	
   Some	
   key	
   points	
   to	
  

remember	
  are	
  that	
  tablature	
  will	
  be	
  read	
  upside	
  down	
  in	
  comparison	
  to	
  how	
  the	
  strings	
  are	
  on	
  your	
  

guitar.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

If	
  you	
  remember,	
  your	
  strings	
  read	
  from	
  top	
  to	
  bottom	
  EADGBE.	
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Tablature	
  reads	
  from	
  top	
  to	
  bottom	
  EBGDAE.	
  	
  	
  

	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

Each	
  of	
  the	
  single	
  columns	
  represents	
  a	
  chord	
  fingering.	
   	
  The	
  G	
  string	
  is	
  pressed	
  in	
  the	
  1st	
  fret	
  and	
  

the	
  D	
  and	
  A	
  strings	
  are	
  pressed	
  in	
  the	
  2nd	
  fret.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

One	
  problem	
  with	
  tablature	
  is	
  that	
  it	
  doesn't	
  indicate	
  correct	
  finger	
  positions	
  for	
  the	
  chords.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Correct	
   finger	
   positions	
   are	
   essential	
   as	
   we	
   move	
   into	
   barre	
   chords,	
   commonly	
   known	
   as	
   power	
  

chords	
  used	
  in	
  most	
  music.	
  

	
  

If	
   you	
   begin	
   reading	
   tablature	
   instead	
   of	
   notation,	
   you'll	
   find	
   yourself	
   able	
   to	
   get	
   through	
   a	
   piece	
  

more	
  quickly,	
  but	
  limited	
  in	
  many	
  other	
  ways	
  as	
  tablature	
  lacks	
  musical	
  structure	
  that	
  makes	
  a	
  song	
  

beautiful	
  and	
  dynamic.	
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Guitar	
  Theory	
  
	
  

It	
  is	
  crucial	
  that	
  you	
  learn	
  the	
  fundamentals	
  of	
  music	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  start	
  programming	
  your	
  brain	
  to	
  

think	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  how	
  different	
  chords	
  blend	
  together,	
  and	
  what	
  the	
  different	
  scales	
  are.	
  	
  

	
  

Music	
  theory	
  will	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  greater	
  understanding	
  of	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  playing	
  and	
  why.	
  Even	
  though	
  it’s	
  

not	
   the	
   most	
   enjoyable	
   part	
   of	
   learning	
   guitar,	
   it’s	
   the	
   “homework”	
   you	
   need	
   to	
   do	
   in	
   order	
   to	
  

improve	
  your	
  playing	
  style,	
  and	
  to	
  genuinely	
  understand	
  the	
  technical	
  aspects	
  of	
  playing,	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  

can	
  develop	
  the	
  skills	
  needed	
  to	
  play	
  like	
  a	
  pro!	
  

	
  

Let’s	
  begin	
  with	
  major	
  scales:	
  

First,	
  you	
  should	
  understand	
  there	
  are	
  only	
  twelve	
  notes	
  in	
  existence.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

C	
  C#/Db,	
  D,	
  D#/	
  Eb,	
  E,	
  F,	
  F#/Gb,	
  G,	
  G#/Ab,	
  A,	
  A#/Bb,	
  B,	
  C.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

This	
   is	
   called	
   a	
   chromatic	
   scale	
  which	
   includes	
   every	
   note	
   used	
  when	
   playing	
   guitar.	
   	
   A	
   chromatic	
  

scales	
  consists	
  entirely	
  of	
  half	
  steps.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Take	
  special	
  note	
  that	
  there	
  isn't	
  an	
  E#	
  or	
  Fb,	
  B#	
  or	
  Cb.	
  

	
  

Example:	
  	
  In	
  ascending	
  order,	
  C	
  to	
  C#	
  is	
  a	
  half	
  step,	
  C#	
  to	
  D	
  is	
  a	
  half	
  step,	
  D	
  to	
  D#	
  is	
  a	
  half	
  step,	
  etc.	
  	
  In	
  

descending	
  order,	
  C	
  to	
  B	
  is	
  a	
  half	
  step	
  (note	
  that	
  there	
  isn't	
  a	
  Cb	
  or	
  B#),	
  B	
  to	
  Bb	
  is	
  a	
  half	
  step,	
  Bb	
  to	
  A	
  

is	
  a	
  half	
  step,	
  etc.	
  

	
  

A	
  scale	
  is	
  comprised	
  of	
  8	
  steps,	
  which	
  can	
  be	
  either	
  whole	
  or	
  half	
  steps.	
  

	
  

Example:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C.	
  	
  C	
  to	
  D	
  is	
  a	
  whole	
  step,	
  D	
  to	
  E	
  is	
  a	
  whole	
  step,	
  E	
  to	
  F	
  is	
  a	
  half	
  step,	
  F	
  to	
  G	
  is	
  a	
  

whole	
  step,	
  G	
  to	
  A	
  is	
  a	
  whole	
  step,	
  A	
  to	
  B	
  is	
  a	
  whole	
  step,	
  B	
  to	
  C	
  is	
  a	
  half	
  step.	
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Notice	
  that	
  the	
  half	
  steps	
  occur	
  where	
  the	
  notes	
  don't	
  exist	
  (E#,	
  Fb,	
  B#,	
  and	
  Cb).	
  	
  	
  

	
  

The	
  major	
  scale	
  formula	
  is	
  this:	
  	
  WWHWWWH.	
  	
  

You’ll	
  want	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  to	
  learn	
  this!	
  

	
  

Major	
  Scales:	
  	
  

C	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C	
  (	
  0	
  sharp,	
  0	
  flat)	
  

	
  

G	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F#	
  G	
  (	
  1	
  sharp,	
  f#)	
  

	
  

D	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  D	
  E	
  F#	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C#	
  D	
  (	
  2	
  sharp,	
  f#,	
  g#)	
  

	
  

A	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  A	
  B	
  C#	
  D	
  E	
  F#	
  G#	
  A	
  (	
  3	
  sharp,	
  f#,	
  g#,	
  c#)	
  

	
  

E	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  E	
  F#	
  G#	
  A	
  B	
  C#	
  D#	
  E	
  (	
  4	
  sharp,	
  f#,	
  g#,	
  c#,	
  d#)	
  

	
  

B	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  B	
  C#	
  D#	
  E	
  F#	
  G#	
  A#	
  B	
  (	
  5	
  sharp,	
  f#,	
  g#,	
  c#,	
  d#,	
  a#)	
  

	
  

F#	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  F#	
  G#	
  A#	
  B	
  C#	
  D#	
  E#	
  F#	
  (	
  6	
  sharp,	
  f#,	
  g#,	
  c#,	
  d#,	
  a#,	
  e#)	
  

	
  

C#	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  C#	
  D#	
  E#	
  F#	
  G#	
  A#	
  B#	
  C#)	
  (	
  All	
  sharp)	
  

	
  

F	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  Bb	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  (	
  1	
  flab,	
  Bb)	
  

	
  

Bb	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  Bb	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  Bb	
  (	
  2	
  flat,	
  Bb,	
  Eb)	
  

	
  

Eb	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  (	
  3	
  flat,	
  Bb,	
  Eb,	
  Ab)	
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Ab	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  Db	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  (	
  4	
  flat,	
  Bb,	
  Eb,	
  Ab,	
  Db)	
  

	
  

Db	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  Db	
  Eb	
  F	
  Gb	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  Db	
  (	
  5	
  flat,	
  Bb,	
  Eb,	
  Ab,	
  Db,	
  Gb)	
  

	
  

Gb	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  Gb	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  Cb	
  Db	
  Eb	
  F	
  Gb	
  (	
  6	
  flat,	
  Bb,	
  Eb,	
  Ab,	
  Db,	
  Gb,	
  Cb)	
  

	
  

Cb	
  Major	
  Scale:	
  	
  Cb	
  Db	
  Eb	
  Fb	
  Gb	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  Cb	
  (	
  All	
  flat)	
  

	
  

You	
  should	
  also	
  learn	
  the	
  ‘circle	
  of	
  fifths’,	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  wheel	
  of	
  information	
  that	
  helps	
  you	
  learn	
  scale	
  

construction,	
  note	
  names	
  and	
  references,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  key	
  signatures.	
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When	
  you	
  are	
  trying	
  to	
  figure	
  out	
  which	
  note	
  will	
  be	
  sharp,	
  look	
  to	
  the	
  previous	
  note	
  on	
  the	
  wheel	
  

beginning	
  with	
  F	
  (F	
  C	
  G	
  A	
  E	
  B).	
  A	
  Gmaj.	
  Scale	
  has	
  1	
  #	
  which	
  is	
  F#,	
  etc.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

When	
  you	
  are	
   trying	
   to	
   figure	
  out	
  which	
  note	
  will	
  be	
   flatted	
  next,	
   look	
   to	
   the	
  next	
  note	
  beginning	
  

with	
  B	
  (B	
  E	
  A	
  D	
  G	
  Cb).	
  	
  An	
  F	
  maj.	
  Scale	
  has	
  1	
  b	
  which	
  is	
  Bb,	
  etc.	
  	
  	
  

You	
  will	
  also	
  need	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  notes	
  contained	
  on	
  a	
  fretboard.	
  	
  

Each	
  string	
  will	
  contain	
  a	
  chromatic	
  scale,	
  which	
  is	
  the	
  12	
  notes.	
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Your	
  open	
  string	
  note	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  your	
  note	
  at	
  the	
  12th	
  fret	
  and	
  that	
   is	
   the	
  case	
  for	
  every	
  

string.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Here	
   is	
   an	
   exercise	
   for	
   you	
   to	
   learn:	
   	
   Keep	
   in	
  mind	
   that	
   when	
   you	
   ascend	
   (climb)	
   the	
   fretboard,	
  

practice	
  the	
  notes	
  in	
  sharps.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

When	
  you	
  descend	
  the	
  fretboard,	
  practice	
  the	
  notes	
  in	
  flats.	
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Repeat	
  this	
  with	
  every	
  string.	
  	
  Practice	
  first	
  for	
  accuracy,	
  then	
  for	
  speed.	
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Minor	
  Scales	
  

A	
  minor	
  scale	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  principles	
  as	
  a	
  major	
  scale.	
  	
  It	
  still	
  consists	
  of	
  8	
  steps,	
  

some	
  whole	
  steps	
  and	
  some	
  half	
  step.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

The	
  formula	
  for	
  a	
  minor	
  scale	
  is:	
  WHWWHWW.	
  	
  

	
  

C	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  
	
  
D	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  Bb	
  C	
  D	
  
	
  
E	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  E	
  F#	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  
	
  
F	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  Db	
  Eb	
  F	
  
	
  
G	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  G	
  A	
  Bb	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  
	
  
A	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  A	
  B	
  C	
  D	
  E	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  
	
  
B	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  B	
  C#	
  D	
  E	
  F#	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  
	
  
C#	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  C#	
  D#	
  E	
  F#	
  G#	
  A	
  B	
  C#	
  
	
  
Eb	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  Eb	
  F	
  Gb	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  Cb	
  Db	
  Eb	
  
	
  
F#	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  F#	
  G#	
  A	
  B	
  C#	
  D	
  E	
  F#	
  
	
  
G#	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  G#	
  A#	
  B	
  C#	
  D#	
  E	
  F#	
  G#	
  
	
  
Bb	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  Bb	
  C	
  Db	
  Eb	
  F	
  Gb	
  Ab	
  Bb	
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HARMONIC	
  MINOR	
  SCALES	
  
	
  

A	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scale	
  builds	
  off	
  a	
  natural	
  minor	
  scale.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

To	
  play	
  a	
  harmonic	
  minor,	
  you	
  raise	
  the	
  7th	
  step	
  of	
  the	
  scale	
  by	
  a	
  1/2	
  step.	
  	
  The	
  formula	
  for	
  this	
  scale	
  

is:	
  	
  WHWWHWH.	
  

	
  

Example:	
  

	
  

Natural	
  Minor	
  Scale:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  

	
  

Melodic	
  Minor	
  Scale:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  B	
  C	
  

	
  

Your	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scales	
  will	
  look	
  like	
  this:	
  

	
  

C	
   harmonic	
   minor	
   scale:	
   	
   C	
   D	
   Eb	
   F	
   G	
   Ab	
   B	
   C	
  
	
  
G	
   harmonic	
   minor	
   scale:	
   	
   G	
   A	
   Bb	
   C	
   D	
   Eb	
   F#	
   G	
  
	
  
D	
   harmonic	
   minor	
   scale:	
   	
   D	
   E	
   F	
   G	
   A	
   Bb	
   C#	
   D	
  
	
  
A	
   harmonic	
   minor	
   scale:	
   	
   A	
   B	
   C	
   D	
   E	
   F	
   G#	
   A	
  
	
  
E	
   harmonic	
   minor	
   scale:	
   	
   E	
   F#	
   G	
   A	
   B	
   C	
   D#	
   E	
  
	
  
B	
   harmonic	
   minor	
   scale:	
   	
   B	
   C#	
   D	
   E	
   F#	
   G	
   A#	
   B	
  
	
  
F#	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  F#	
  G#	
  A	
  B	
  C#	
  D	
  E#	
  F#	
  
	
  
C#	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  C#	
  D#	
  E	
  F#	
  G#	
  A	
  B#	
  C#	
  
	
  
G#	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  G#	
  A#	
  B	
  C#	
  D#	
  E	
  F##(G)	
  G#	
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Eb	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  Eb	
  F	
  Gb	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  Cb	
  D	
  Eb	
  
	
  
Bb	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  Bb	
  C	
  Db	
  Eb	
  F	
  Gb	
  A	
  Bb	
  
	
  
F	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scale:	
  	
  	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  Db	
  E	
  F	
  
	
  
	
  

Analyze	
  and	
  learn	
  this!	
  

	
  

You	
  have	
  probably	
  noticed	
   the	
  double	
   sharp	
   in	
   the	
  G#	
  harmonic	
   scale.	
   	
  A	
  double	
   sharp	
  essentially	
  

means	
  you	
  raise	
  the	
  note	
  a	
  whole	
  step	
  instead	
  of	
  a	
  1/2	
  step.	
  	
  	
  

As	
  indicated	
  above	
  an	
  F##	
  is	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  a	
  G.	
  	
  The	
  same	
  principle	
  applies	
  to	
  a	
  double	
  flat.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

You	
  would	
  lower	
  a	
  note	
  a	
  whole	
  step.	
  	
  A	
  Bbb	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  an	
  A.	
  	
  Again	
  it's	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  math,	
  

if	
  you	
  increase	
  by	
  2	
  half	
  steps,	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  whole	
  step.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

If	
  you	
  lower	
  by	
  2	
  half	
  steps,	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  whole	
  step.	
  	
  2	
  halves	
  equal	
  a	
  whole.	
  

	
  

MELODIC	
  MINOR	
  SCALES	
  
A	
  melodic	
  minor	
  scale	
  builds	
  off	
  of	
  both	
  the	
  natural	
  and	
  harmonic	
  minor	
  scales.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  accomplished	
  

by	
  raising	
  the	
  6th	
  step	
  1/2	
  step.	
  

	
  

Example:	
  

C	
  Natural	
  Minor	
  Scale:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  Bb	
  C	
  

C	
  Harmonic	
  Minor	
  Scale:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  Ab	
  B	
  C	
  

C	
  Melodic	
  Minor	
  Scale:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C	
  

	
  

Here's	
  the	
  trick	
  with	
  a	
  melodic	
  minor	
  scale!	
  	
   In	
  classical	
  music	
  theory,	
  a	
  melodic	
  minor	
  scale	
  is	
  only	
  

used	
  while	
  ascending.	
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When	
  you	
  go	
  to	
  descend,	
  it	
  switches	
  back	
  to	
  a	
  natural	
  minor	
  scale.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Here's	
  what	
  that	
  looks	
  like:	
  	
  C	
  D	
  Eb	
  F	
  G	
  A	
  B	
  C	
  C	
  Bb	
  Ab	
  G	
  F	
  Eb	
  D	
  C.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

KEY	
  SIGNATURE	
  GLOSSARY	
  

WITH	
  CORRESPONDING	
  MINORS	
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Choosing	
  Your	
  First	
  Guitar	
  
	
  

When	
  you	
  are	
  just	
  beginning	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  may	
  wonder	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  better	
  learning	
  guitar,	
  an	
  
acoustic	
   guitar	
   or	
   an	
   electric	
   guitar.	
   	
   It	
   is	
   best	
   to	
   consider	
   a	
   variety	
   of	
   things	
   when	
  making	
   your	
  
decision.	
  
	
  
Maybe	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  things	
  to	
  consider	
  when	
  picking	
  a	
  guitar	
  is	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  music	
  you	
  
want	
   to	
   play	
   on	
   it.	
   	
   If	
   you	
   like	
   rock	
  music	
   and	
  want	
   to	
   play	
   like	
   the	
   great	
   rock	
   guitar	
   heroes,	
   you	
  
should	
  obviously	
  pick	
  an	
  electric	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
However,	
  if	
  you	
  enjoy	
  acoustic	
  music	
  you	
  should	
  choose	
  an	
  acoustic	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  consider	
  these	
  things	
  because	
  if	
  you	
  purchase	
  a	
  guitar	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  right	
  for	
  you,	
  then	
  
you	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  motivated	
  to	
  play	
  it	
  on	
  a	
  regular	
  basis.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Your	
  personality	
  may	
  be	
  a	
  factor	
   in	
  choosing	
  what	
  guitar	
  to	
  start	
  with	
  or	
   it	
  might	
  not	
  matter	
  at	
  all.	
  	
  
There	
  are	
  some	
  people	
  who	
  want	
  to	
  see	
  results	
  right	
  away	
  but	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  they	
  get	
  frustrated;	
  lose	
  
interest	
  and	
  stop	
  playing	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  think	
  you	
  are	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  person,	
  consider	
  an	
  electric	
  guitar.	
  	
  These	
  are	
  smaller	
  than	
  acoustic	
  
guitars	
  and	
  have	
  smaller	
  necks.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  is	
  much	
  easier	
  to	
  press	
  the	
  strings	
  so	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  play	
  your	
  guitar	
  basics	
  faster	
  and	
  
easier.	
   	
   Even	
   so,	
   there	
   are	
   some	
  buttons	
   on	
   an	
   electric	
   guitar	
   that	
  may	
  make	
  playing	
  music	
  more	
  
complicated.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Be	
  sure	
  to	
  consider	
  your	
  budget	
  when	
  purchasing	
  your	
  first	
  guitar.	
  	
  Of	
  course	
  you	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  pay	
  
a	
  lot	
  of	
  money	
  on	
  your	
  very	
  first	
  guitar.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  It	
  is	
  also	
  unwise	
  to	
  pay	
  a	
  lot	
  if	
  you	
  don’t	
  think	
  you	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  play	
  it	
  over	
  time.	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  the	
  
expense,	
   acoustic	
   guitars	
   are	
   the	
   preferred	
   first	
   instrument.	
   	
   An	
   electric	
   guitar	
   is	
  more	
   expensive	
  
because	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  buy	
  an	
  amplifier	
  and	
  a	
  guitar	
  cable	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  still	
  feel	
  like	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  buy	
  an	
  electric	
  guitar,	
  check	
  your	
  local	
  music	
  store	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  they	
  offer	
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start-­‐up	
  guitar	
  and	
  amplifier	
  packages	
  at	
  a	
  price	
  you	
  can	
  handle.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Something	
  else	
  to	
  consider	
  is	
  purchasing	
  a	
  guitar	
  stand.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  wise	
  investment	
  because	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  
your	
  guitar	
  on	
  the	
  stand	
  at	
  all	
  times,	
  you	
  will	
  probably	
  find	
  yourself	
  practicing	
  and	
  playing	
  on	
  it	
  a	
  lot	
  
more.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  various	
  guitars	
  that	
  are	
  recommended	
  for	
  the	
  beginning	
  guitarist.	
   	
   If	
  you	
  have	
  an	
  electric	
  
guitar	
  you	
  may	
  want	
  to	
  keep	
  it	
  plugged	
  into	
  the	
  amplifier,	
  that	
  way	
  when	
  it’s	
  time	
  to	
  practice	
  all	
  you	
  
need	
  to	
  do	
  is	
  turn	
  the	
  amplifier	
  on	
  and	
  get	
  started.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
   you	
   want	
   to	
   sing	
   along	
   with	
   your	
   guitar	
   and	
   have	
   the	
   patience,	
   you	
  may	
   want	
   to	
   purchase	
   an	
  
acoustic	
  guitar.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  a	
  few	
  acoustic	
  guitars	
  that	
  are	
  great	
  for	
  beginners.	
  
	
  
The	
   Seagull	
   S6	
   is	
   an	
   instrument	
   made	
   in	
   Canada	
   and	
   is	
   highly	
   recommended	
   by	
   guitarists.	
   	
   The	
  
Seagull	
  produces	
  beautiful	
  sound	
  and	
  has	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  value.	
  	
  This	
  guitar	
  has	
  a	
  cedar	
  top	
  and	
  mahogany	
  on	
  
the	
  sides	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  back.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  price	
  of	
  the	
  Seagull	
  is	
  about	
  $350.	
  	
  This	
  may	
  be	
  a	
  little	
  more	
  than	
  what	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  spend	
  on	
  a	
  
first	
  guitar	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  investment.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  easy	
  to	
  find	
  the	
  Seagull	
  S6	
  but	
  if	
  you	
  call	
  around	
  or	
  
search	
  the	
  internet	
  you	
  may	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  find	
  one.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
   Yamaha	
   F310	
   is	
   not	
   as	
   highly	
   regarded	
   as	
   the	
   Seagull	
   but	
   it	
   is	
   still	
   a	
   good	
   instrument	
   for	
   a	
  
beginning	
  guitarist.	
  	
  These	
  guitars	
  normally	
  cost	
  $250	
  or	
  you	
  can	
  find	
  them	
  even	
  cheaper	
  if	
  you	
  look	
  
online.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  other	
  Yamaha	
  acoustic	
  guitars	
  available	
  but	
  they	
  may	
  cost	
  a	
  little	
  more.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Takamine	
  G-­‐340	
  is	
  a	
  beginner	
  model	
  that	
  has	
  a	
  spruce	
  top	
  that	
  is	
  laminated.	
  	
  In	
  general,	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  
as	
   good	
   as	
   some	
   of	
   the	
   higher	
   end	
  models	
   of	
   the	
   Takamine	
   but	
   you	
   still	
   get	
   good	
   value	
   for	
   your	
  
money.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Fender	
  CD110E	
  is	
  cheaper	
  than	
  other	
  models	
  of	
  the	
  fender.	
  	
  The	
  CD110E	
  has	
  a	
  nato	
  back,	
  sides	
  
and	
  neck	
  along	
  with	
  a	
  spruce	
  top.	
   	
  The	
  cheaper	
  model	
  may	
  not	
  always	
  have	
  the	
  best	
  workmanship	
  
but	
  the	
  price	
  makes	
  it	
  attractive	
  to	
  beginner	
  guitarists.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  Epiphone	
  DR-­‐100	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  starter	
  guitar.	
  	
  The	
  DR-­‐100	
  has	
  mahogany	
  sides	
  and	
  back	
  and	
  a	
  spruce	
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top.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  buy	
  this	
  guitar	
  cheaply.	
  	
  Most	
  individuals	
  consider	
  this	
  an	
  instrument	
  for	
  beginners	
  only	
  
so	
  you	
  may	
  quickly	
  want	
  to	
  buy	
  a	
  better	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  good	
  guitars	
  available	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  start	
  with	
  an	
  electric	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Squier	
  Fat	
  Stratocaster	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  many	
  Squier	
  models	
  available	
  at	
  a	
  good	
  and	
  low	
  price.	
  	
  You	
  may	
  
need	
  to	
  be	
  wary	
  of	
  the	
  hardware	
  and	
  pickups	
  but	
  this	
  really	
  depends	
  on	
  how	
  the	
  guitar	
  is	
  made.	
  	
  This	
  
is	
  a	
  great	
  beginner	
  guitar.	
  	
  The	
  appearance	
  is	
  appealing.	
  

	
  
The	
  Epiphone	
  G-­‐312	
  SG	
   is	
  not	
  expensive	
  and	
  a	
  decent	
  choice	
   for	
  beginners.	
   	
   The	
  G-­‐312	
  SG	
   is	
  built	
  
with	
  cheaper	
  hardware	
  and	
  pickups	
  of	
  low	
  quality.	
  	
  The	
  body	
  of	
  the	
  instrument	
  is	
  alder.	
  	
  The	
  neck	
  is	
  
mahogany	
  and	
  the	
  fingerboard	
  is	
  rosewood.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  value	
  according	
  to	
  experts.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Yamaha	
  Pacifica	
  112	
  has	
  a	
  rosewood	
  fret	
  board,	
  maple	
  neck	
  and	
  alder	
  body	
  along	
  with	
  two	
  coil	
  
pick-­‐ups.	
   	
  The	
  guitar	
   is	
  well	
  made	
  and	
  the	
  craftsmanship	
   is	
  high.	
   	
   It	
   is	
  a	
  great	
  value	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  
want	
  to	
  become	
  serious	
  guitarists	
  may	
  want	
  to	
  upgrade	
  the	
  electronics	
  of	
  this	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Danelectro	
   56-­‐U2	
   is	
   a	
   low	
   cost	
   and	
   cheap	
   instrument	
   but	
   guitarists	
   like	
   its	
   distinct	
   look	
   and	
  
sound.	
   	
   It	
   is	
   a	
   guitar	
   with	
   a	
   hollow	
   body	
   and	
   feature	
   dual	
   stacked	
   volume	
   controls	
   and	
   lipstick	
  
pickups.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Epiphone	
  Les	
  Paul	
  Special	
  II	
  is	
  modeled	
  after	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  famous	
  guitars	
  known,	
  the	
  Les	
  Paul.	
  	
  
This	
  low	
  cost	
  guitar	
  has	
  a	
  mahogany	
  neck,	
  rosewood	
  fingerboard,	
  and	
  a	
  laminated	
  alder/maple	
  body.	
  	
  
The	
  guitar	
  is	
  marketed	
  toward	
  those	
  that	
  are	
  just	
  beginning	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  guitar.	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  new	
  guitarist,	
  trying	
  out	
  a	
  guitar	
  in	
  the	
  music	
  store	
  may	
  be	
  intimidating.	
  	
  There	
  may	
  very	
  
well	
  be	
  other	
  guitarists	
  in	
  the	
  store	
  who	
  think	
  they	
  need	
  to	
  show	
  off	
  their	
  skills.	
  	
  They	
  have	
  a	
  need	
  to	
  
impress	
  others	
  with	
  their	
  great	
  guitar	
  licks	
  and	
  chords.	
  	
  This	
  can	
  be	
  intimidating;	
  of	
  course	
  you’d	
  like	
  
to	
   be	
   able	
   to	
   show	
   off	
   like	
   this	
   as	
   well.	
   	
   However,	
   stay	
   focused.	
   	
   Your	
   goal	
   is	
   to	
   find	
   the	
   best	
  
instrument	
  for	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  least	
  amount	
  of	
  money.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
When	
   you	
   enter	
   the	
   store,	
   look	
   around	
   until	
   you	
   find	
   an	
   instrument	
   to	
   your	
   liking.	
   The	
   store	
  
employees	
  should	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  sturdy	
  stool.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
They	
  should	
  also	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  pick	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  probably	
  best	
  to	
  bring	
  one	
  of	
  your	
  own.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  trying	
  out	
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an	
  electric	
  guitar,	
  it	
  should	
  be	
  plugged	
  into	
  an	
  amplifier	
  that	
  is	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  one	
  you	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  use.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  hear	
  the	
  sound	
  quality	
  of	
  a	
  guitar,	
  don’t	
  be	
  afraid	
  to	
  strum	
  the	
  strings	
  hard.	
  	
  Listen	
  to	
  the	
  guitar’s	
  
sustain	
  and	
  listen	
  for	
  problems	
  such	
  as	
  buzzing	
  strings.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  cannot	
  hear	
  the	
  guitar	
  well,	
  ask	
  to	
  be	
  
put	
  in	
  another	
  room	
  or	
  to	
  be	
  moved	
  to	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  store	
  that	
  is	
  quieter.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
   you	
   come	
   up	
   against	
  music	
   store	
   owners	
   that	
   frown	
   on	
   you	
   tuning	
   up	
   the	
   guitar	
   or	
   vigorously	
  
strumming,	
   politely	
   hand	
   the	
   guitar	
   back	
   to	
   the	
   owner	
   and	
   take	
   your	
   business	
   elsewhere.	
   	
   It	
   is	
  
important	
  to	
  know	
  how	
  a	
  guitar	
  sounds	
  before	
  spending	
  your	
  hard	
  earned	
  money	
  on	
  it.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
You	
   should	
   also	
   keep	
   in	
   mind	
   that	
   when	
   trying	
   out	
   a	
   guitar	
   you	
   don’t	
   need	
   to	
   play	
   something	
  
complicated.	
   	
  Play	
  something	
  you	
  are	
  used	
   to	
  playing.	
   	
  Concentrate	
  on	
  how	
  the	
  guitar	
   sounds	
  and	
  
feels.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Do	
  not	
  pay	
  attention	
  to	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  may	
  be	
  listening	
  to	
  you.	
  	
  Play	
  every	
  fret	
  on	
  the	
  neck	
  of	
  the	
  
guitar	
  and	
  be	
  sure	
  that	
  you	
  don’t	
  hear	
  any	
  buzzing.	
  	
  Be	
  sure	
  that	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  playing	
  an	
  electric	
  guitar	
  
try	
  various	
  pick-­‐ups	
  and	
  listen	
  for	
  any	
  pick	
  up	
  noise	
  you	
  don’t	
  want.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Try	
   out	
  many	
   different	
   guitars	
   in	
   the	
  music	
   store.	
   	
   Ask	
   a	
   lot	
   of	
   questions	
   and	
   take	
   notes	
   on	
   each	
  
guitar	
  you	
  try	
  out.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  jot	
  down	
  the	
  make,	
  model	
  and	
  price	
  of	
  the	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Find	
  out	
  what	
   kind	
  of	
  wood	
   the	
   guitar	
   is	
  made	
   from.	
   	
  Make	
  a	
  note	
  of	
   anything	
   you	
   like	
  or	
   dislike	
  
about	
   each	
   guitar	
   you	
   try.	
   	
   After	
   trying	
   out	
   a	
   few	
   guitars	
   head	
   home	
   and	
   consider	
   what	
   you	
  
discovered	
  that	
  day.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
After	
   you	
   have	
   played	
   a	
   number	
   of	
   guitars	
   and	
   found	
   some	
   that	
   suit	
   your	
   taste.	
   	
   Research	
   the	
  
companies	
  who	
  make	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  are	
  considering	
  purchasing.	
   	
  There	
  are	
  websites	
  available	
  that	
  
can	
  help	
  you	
  familiarize	
  yourself	
  with	
  the	
  companies	
  and	
  their	
  instruments.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  majority	
  of	
  guitar	
   company	
  websites	
  provide	
   specifications	
   for	
  each	
  of	
   their	
   guitars.	
   	
   You	
  may	
  
also	
  find	
  additional	
  information	
  on	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  buy.	
  	
  Check	
  the	
  guitar	
  company	
  website	
  for	
  
warranty	
  information	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  websites	
  will	
  most	
  likely	
  have	
  contact	
  information	
  so	
  you	
  can	
  e-­‐mail	
  or	
  call	
  them	
  with	
  any	
  other	
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questions.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Of	
   course	
   it	
   goes	
  without	
   saying	
   that	
   a	
   guitar	
   company	
  website	
  will	
   be	
  biased	
   so	
  you	
  will	
   need	
   to	
  
discover	
  what	
  other	
  guitarists	
  think	
  of	
  various	
  guitars.	
  	
  The	
  web	
  has	
  many,	
  many	
  sites	
  that	
  have	
  user	
  
reviews	
  of	
  guitars.	
  	
  
	
  
When	
  looking	
  at	
  these	
  reviews	
  take	
  note	
  of	
  the	
  amount	
  others	
  have	
  paid	
  for	
  their	
  instruments	
  and	
  
seriously	
   look	
  at	
  any	
  criticisms.	
   	
  You	
  should	
  be	
  careful	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  give	
  their	
  own	
  guitar	
  a	
  perfect	
  
ten.	
  	
  A	
  lot	
  of	
  reviewers	
  will	
  not	
  offer	
  constructive	
  criticism.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Look	
  in	
  your	
  yellow	
  pages	
  to	
  find	
  music	
  stores	
  near	
  you.	
   	
  Think	
  about	
  visiting	
  each	
  store	
  and	
  trying	
  
the	
  guitars	
  they	
  have	
  for	
  sale.	
  	
  Call	
  the	
  music	
  stores	
  and	
  inquire	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  they	
  carry	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  guitar	
  
you	
  are	
  looking	
  for.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
   they	
  do	
  have	
   it	
   in	
  stock,	
  have	
  the	
  store	
  quote	
  you	
  a	
  price.	
   	
  Sometimes	
  you	
  may	
  run	
   into	
  a	
  store	
  
employee	
  who	
  does	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  quote	
  over	
  the	
  phone.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  say	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  about	
  to	
  purchase	
  a	
  guitar	
  somewhere	
  else,	
  they	
  will	
  most	
  likely	
  change	
  their	
  
mind.	
  	
  Note	
  any	
  differences	
  in	
  prices	
  when	
  calling	
  music	
  stores.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  after	
  your	
  initial	
  research	
  you	
  are	
  still	
  not	
  sure	
  of	
  what	
  guitar	
  is	
  right	
  for	
  you,	
  go	
  to	
  FretBoard,	
  an	
  
online	
  bulletin	
  board	
  that	
  helps	
  guitarists.	
  	
  Someone	
  should	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  assist	
  you.	
  
	
  
After	
  you	
  have	
  acquired	
  enough	
  knowledge	
  about	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  buy,	
  make	
  another	
  trip	
  to	
  
the	
  music	
  store.	
  	
  Wait	
  until	
  the	
  next	
  day	
  because	
  your	
  head	
  will	
  be	
  clearer	
  and	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  better	
  
perspective.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Once	
  you	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  music	
  store	
  and	
  know	
  what	
  guitar	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  purchase,	
  you	
  will	
  want	
  to	
  get	
  
the	
  guitar	
  at	
  a	
  good	
  price.	
  	
  Many	
  individuals	
  assume	
  that	
  if	
  a	
  guitar	
  costs	
  $600,	
  they	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  buy	
  
it	
  for	
  that	
  amount.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  not	
  true.	
  	
  Those	
  who	
  own	
  music	
  stores	
  make	
  a	
  profit	
  on	
  what	
  they	
  sell	
  in	
  their	
  store	
  so	
  they	
  
are	
  able	
  to	
  drop	
  the	
  price	
  of	
  the	
  item.	
  	
  You	
  just	
  have	
  to	
  get	
  them	
  to	
  do	
  that.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
You	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  savvy	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  a	
  bargain.	
  	
  The	
  music	
  store	
  employees	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  spend	
  your	
  
money	
  and	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  hold	
  on	
  to	
  as	
  much	
  of	
  your	
  money	
  as	
  possible.	
  	
  As	
  mentioned	
  earlier,	
  you	
  are	
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the	
  one	
  that	
  is	
  in	
  control.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Since	
  the	
  music	
  store	
  wants	
  your	
  business	
  there	
  is	
  nothing	
  wrong	
  with	
  making	
  them	
  earn	
  it.	
  
	
  
Keep	
  a	
  few	
  things	
  in	
  mind	
  when	
  you	
  go	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  music	
  store.	
  	
  Like	
  in	
  any	
  sales	
  transaction,	
  do	
  not	
  
let	
  the	
  salesperson	
  know	
  just	
  how	
  much	
  you	
  want	
  the	
  product	
  their	
  selling.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Do	
  not	
  let	
  the	
  sales	
  person	
  know	
  just	
  how	
  badly	
  you	
  want	
  a	
  particular	
  guitar.	
  	
  If	
  they	
  approach	
  you	
  
and	
  want	
   to	
   assist	
   you,	
   just	
   tell	
   them	
   that	
   you	
   have	
   noticed	
   some	
   nice	
   guitars	
   as	
   you	
   have	
   been	
  
shopping	
  around.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Before	
  you	
  get	
  down	
  to	
  bargaining	
  for	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  should	
  ask	
  if	
  a	
  guitar	
  case	
  is	
  included.	
  	
  Ask	
  if	
  the	
  
guitar	
  case	
  is	
  softshell	
  or	
  hardshell.	
  	
  A	
  softshell	
  guitar	
  case	
  costs	
  less	
  than	
  a	
  hardshell	
  guitar	
  case.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Try	
  a	
  few	
  guitars	
  when	
  you	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  music	
  store.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  feel	
  like	
  it,	
  pretend	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  buy	
  a	
  
cheaper	
  guitar	
  than	
  the	
  one	
  you	
  are	
  really	
  interested	
  in.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  a	
  salesperson	
  sells	
  you	
  a	
  cheap	
  guitar,	
  they	
  will	
  get	
  a	
  small	
  commission.	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  this,	
  they	
  will	
  
be	
  more	
  eager	
  to	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  bargain	
  on	
  a	
  guitar	
  that	
  is	
  more	
  expensive.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Don’t	
  make	
  it	
  seem	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  a	
  rush.	
  	
  Take	
  your	
  time	
  and	
  think	
  about	
  whether	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  
researched	
  is	
  really	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  want.	
  
	
  
Remember	
  to	
  never	
  pay	
  the	
  list	
  price	
  for	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  want.	
  	
  In	
  general,	
  list	
  prices	
  are	
  inflated.	
  	
  A	
  lot	
  
of	
  people	
  find	
  it	
  difficult	
  to	
  bargain	
  with	
  a	
  salesperson	
  for	
  a	
  discount.	
  	
  It	
   is	
  not	
  as	
  difficult	
  as	
  it	
  may	
  
seem.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  start	
  by	
  asking	
  for	
  the	
  entire	
  price,	
  including	
  the	
  guitar,	
  tax	
  and	
  the	
  case.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
When	
   they	
   tell	
   you,	
   think	
   for	
  a	
  moment	
  and	
  ask	
   them	
  what	
   they	
  can	
  do	
   to	
  make	
   the	
  price	
  a	
   little	
  
cheaper.	
  	
  Have	
  in	
  mind,	
  a	
  price	
  that	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  pay.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  may	
  be	
  a	
  good	
  idea	
  to	
  try	
  and	
  get	
  a	
  15	
  percent	
  discount.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  know	
  of	
  a	
  store	
  where	
  you	
  know	
  
they	
  are	
  offering	
  a	
  lower	
  price	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  guitar	
  you	
  want,	
  let	
  the	
  salesperson	
  know	
  this.	
  	
  You	
  may	
  
have	
  to	
  apply	
  pressure	
  to	
  get	
  your	
  bargain	
  but	
  you	
  can	
  get	
  used	
  to	
  doing	
  this.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  the	
  guitar	
  you	
  want	
  is	
  on	
  sale	
  or	
  if	
  it	
  is	
  already	
  a	
  low	
  priced	
  instrument,	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  hard	
  to	
  convince	
  
the	
  salesperson	
  to	
  drop	
  the	
  price	
  even	
  more.	
  	
  If	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  case,	
  you	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  ask	
  if	
  they	
  could	
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throw	
  in	
  some	
  guitar	
  accessories	
  at	
  no	
  charge	
  or	
  at	
  a	
  steep	
  discount.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  may	
  include	
  items	
  such	
  as	
  guitar	
  strings,	
  guitar	
  polish,	
  picks,	
  or	
  string	
  winders.	
  	
  This	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  
the	
  discount	
  that	
  you	
  want	
  but	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  good	
  to	
  know	
  you	
  bargained	
  successfully.	
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Final	
  Words	
  &	
  Tips	
  
	
  

Since	
   you	
   now	
   know	
   the	
   basics	
   on	
   how	
   to	
   play	
   the	
   guitar,	
   it	
   is	
   now	
   your	
   job	
   to	
   get	
   better	
   at	
  

everything	
  you	
  have	
  learned.	
  	
  To	
  perfect	
  your	
  skills	
  you	
  should	
  practice	
  regularly.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Practicing	
  the	
  guitar	
  can	
  be	
  aggravating	
  and	
  tiresome	
  but	
  if	
  you	
  get	
  better	
  at	
  playing	
  the	
  instrument	
  

then	
   you	
   will	
   end	
   up	
   having	
   more	
   fun.	
   	
   You	
   will	
   begin	
   enjoying	
   practice	
   more	
   and	
   more.	
  

	
  

To	
  improve	
  your	
  guitar	
  playing,	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  set	
  aside	
  time	
  to	
  practice.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  set	
  aside	
  time	
  every	
  day	
  to	
  practice.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Spend	
  at	
  least	
  fifteen	
  minutes	
  a	
  day	
  practicing	
  what	
  you	
  have	
  learned.	
  	
  This	
  will	
  help	
  you	
  a	
  great	
  deal.	
  	
  

In	
  the	
  beginning	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  sore	
  fingers	
  but	
  if	
  you	
  play	
  every	
  day,	
  your	
  fingers	
  will	
  get	
  tougher	
  and	
  

after	
  a	
  time	
  they	
  will	
  not	
  hurt	
  anymore.	
  

	
  

There	
  are	
  a	
  few	
  things	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  do	
  to	
  get	
  into	
  the	
  habit	
  of	
  practicing	
  your	
  guitar.	
  	
  Be	
  sure	
  to	
  put	
  

aside	
  between	
  fifteen	
  and	
  twenty	
  minutes	
  a	
  day	
  to	
  practice.	
  	
  Practice	
  in	
  an	
  environment	
  that	
  is	
  quiet	
  

and	
  you	
  can	
  put	
  your	
  complete	
  concentration	
  on	
  practicing	
  your	
  guitar.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  Be	
   sure	
   to	
   stretch	
   your	
   arms	
   hands	
   and	
   fingers	
   before	
   you	
   begin	
   to	
   play.	
   	
   If	
   you	
   are	
   playing	
   an	
  

electric	
  guitar	
  remember	
  to	
  turn	
  off	
  the	
  distortion	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  clearly	
  hear	
  your	
  mistakes.	
  	
  Know	
  

what	
  you	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  practice	
  ahead	
  of	
  time	
  because	
  this	
  makes	
  your	
  practice	
  a	
  whole	
  lot	
  easier.	
  	
  

	
  

Be	
  sure	
  your	
  guitar	
  is	
  in	
  tune.	
  	
  Be	
  sure	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  sitting	
  properly,	
  holding	
  the	
  guitar	
  properly	
  and	
  

using	
  the	
  pick	
  in	
  the	
  right	
  way.	
  	
  Then	
  play	
  the	
  chromatic	
  scales	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  times.	
  	
  	
  

	
  



© 2014 GUITARJAMZ.COM ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Practice	
   chord	
   changes	
  and	
  progressions	
   till	
   you	
   know	
   them	
   like	
   the	
  back	
  of	
   your	
  hand.	
  Once	
   you	
  

have	
  a	
  good	
  feel	
  for	
  your	
  5	
  basic	
  chord	
  forms,	
  start	
  learning	
  the	
  ‘caged’	
  system.	
  

Strumming	
  Tips:	
  

1) Be	
  sure	
  to	
  hold	
  your	
  pick	
  correctly.

2) Be	
  sure	
  you	
  don't	
  hold	
  the	
  pick	
  too	
  tightly.

3) In	
  a	
  downward	
  motion,	
  lightly	
  glide	
  the	
  pick	
  over	
  your	
  strings.

4) Don't	
  try	
  and	
  strum	
  to	
  fast.	
  	
  Go	
  for	
  accuracy	
  then	
  speed!

5) Practice	
  strumming	
  whole	
  notes,	
  half	
  notes,	
  quarter	
  notes,	
  eighth	
  notes,	
  and	
  sixteenth	
  notes.

6) Practice	
  note	
  values	
  using	
  a	
  downward	
  strum	
  first.

7) Practice	
  note	
  values	
  using	
  a	
  down/up	
  pattern	
  (go	
  for	
  accuracy!).

8) Integrate	
  down	
  down	
  up	
  up	
  using	
  note	
  values.

9) Strum	
  with	
  your	
  wrist,	
  not	
  your	
  arm

Don't	
  limit	
  yourself	
  to	
  one	
  genre	
  (style)	
  of	
  music.	
  	
  You	
  should	
  really	
  diversify.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  learn	
  so	
  much	
  

more	
  by	
  listening	
  to	
  rock,	
  jazz,	
  blues,	
  bluegrass,	
  classical,	
  and	
  Spanish	
  styles	
  of	
  guitar.	
  	
  	
  

Be	
   sure	
   that	
   as	
   you	
   learn	
   that	
   you	
   spend	
   time	
  with	
   people	
   that	
   are	
  musicians.	
   	
   Learn	
   from	
   their	
  

experience	
  and	
  expertise.	
  	
  	
  

Remember	
   to	
   be	
   patient.	
   	
   Playing	
   the	
   guitar	
   is	
   difficult	
   in	
   the	
   beginning	
   but	
   keep	
   in	
   mind	
   that	
  

everyone	
  has	
  problems	
  when	
  they	
   learn	
  an	
   instrument	
   for	
   the	
  first	
   time.	
   	
   Just	
  put	
   in	
  daily	
  practice	
  

and	
  don’t	
  concern	
  yourself	
  with	
  how	
  you	
  did	
  until	
  you	
  have	
  another	
  practice	
  session.	
  	
  

Most	
  importantly,	
  relax	
  when	
  you	
  play	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  good	
  time!	
  

To	
  your	
  strumming	
  success,	
  

Marty	
  Schwartz	
  



Did you enjoy this book? 

Well, I have even more to show you! 

If you really want to develop your chops on lead guitar, then 
you gotta check out the special package I've put together 

for you.  It's a complete 12-DVD set called "Beginner Guitar," and 
it's fastest way I know to get to that "next level" quickly.  

Read more about it here and even watch a short video trailer preview: 
http://www.guitarjamz.com/beginner_12dvd_special/index_ebook.html 

Learn to Play ALL of Your Favorite Songs Quickly 
And Easily Without Doing a Bunch of Boring  

And Unnecessary Drills!

Get My 12-DVD "Beginner Guitar" Course + 
4 Bonuses For HALF-PRICE Plus 

 FREE, World-Wide Shipping! 

http://www.guitarjamz.com/beginner_12dvd_special/index_ebook.html
http://www.guitarjamz.com/beginner_12dvd_special/index_ebook.html
http://www.guitarjamz.com/beginner_12dvd_special/index_ebook.html
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